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Illinois river is only twelve feet above Lake Mich- 
igan. The entire length of the canal proposed 
from Chicago to Lake Joliet will be only thirty- 
six miles. The channel of this canal has been 
already and mainly excavated by great natural 
causes. At no very distant day a river, equal in 
volume to the St. Lawrence, was discharged from 
Lake Michigan, by way of the Illinois, into the 
Mississippi. Its rocky bed, the channel worn by 
jts current, is as plainly marked as though it had 
been diverted from its course but a year ago. 
Some great geological upheaval, or some great 
depression of the elevation of the lakes, has left 
a barrier for a distance of a few miles between 
Lake Michigan and the head waters of the Illinois. 
That barrier we propose to cut through. So 
slight is its elevation that in the high water of 
spring and fall the Des Plaines river, which 
rises north of Chicago, after running a few miles 
in a southwesterly direction, falls into the old 
channel of the outlet of Lake Michigan, and on 
reaching that channel divides, discharging its 
waters into the Gulf of Mexicoand the St. Law- 
rence. 

The length of the canal proper from Chicago 
to Lake Joliet, where it is proposed to commence 
slack-water navigation, is only thirty-six miles. 
The entire fall in that distance from the level of 
Lake Michigan is sixty-eight feet, nearly two feet 
to the mile. From Lake Joliet to La Salle, the term- 
ination of the present canal, is sixty miles, with 
seventy feet fall. From La Salle to the mouth of 
the Illinois, two hundred and twenty miles, and 
only twenty-eight feet fall—less than two inches 
tothe mile. ‘Total distance from Chicago to the 
Mississippi, three hundred and sixteen miles; in- 
clusive of Chicago river to the mouth of the har- 
bor, three hundred and twenty miles, and a total 
fal! of one hundred and sixty-six feet. 

Such are the wonderful facilities for the con- 
struction of this work. Before the money is 
entirely expended, the tolls upon the canal will 
pay the interest upon the expenditure; and it will 
at an early day discharge the incumbrance of its 
cost,and thereby become substantially a great, free 
national highway, the equal, nay, the superior in 
usefulness, to the Mississippi itself. 

Some gentlemen objeét to this work because of 
the condition of the Treasury. Sir, it will give 
stability to our Government. It will add to the 
national wealth. Stocks will rise upon the pas- 
sage of this bill. The ability of the Government 
both to borrow money and to pay it will be in- 
creased. If the Erie canal has doubled our na- 
tional wealth, this canal will do more, because the 
Illinois and Michigan ship canal will bring to the 
wharves of Philadelphia, Meme York, and the At- 
lantic a more vast and extended West than was 
ever done by the Erie canal. Sir, the contempla- 
tion of these great works brings vividly before us 
the grand Sell lessons future of our country, if 
united.* Union is strength. Union is, indeed, 
empire. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, addwessed the commit- 
tee upon general topics. [His speech will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER obtained the floor, 
but yielded to 

Mr. BINGHAM, who moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agrged to. 

_ So the committee rose; and Mr. Bincnam hav- 
ing taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. 
Pixe reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the Uniongenerally under consideration, and 
particularly House bill No. 659, to provide ways 
and means for the support of the Government, 
and had come to noconclusion thereon; also that 
the committee had had under consideration a 
joint resolution of the House (No. 30) to author- 
ize the Secretary of War to test Sanderson’s 
breech-loading cannon, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 

, And then, on motion of Mr. OLIN, (at five 
o’clock and fifteen minutes, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. a 
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IN SENATE. 
Frivay, January 23, 1863. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRanp. || 
The Journal of yesterday was réad and approved, | 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


tt 
} 
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he VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 


ate a report of the Secretary of War, communi- 


cating, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of | 


December 8, 1862, a list of the major and briga- 


dier generals in the service of the United States; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 


| Senate a message from the President of the Uni- 
| ted States, transmitting a report from the Seeretary |, 


of State, in answer toa resolution of the Senate 


therefore, ask the Senate to excuse me from far- 
ther service upon the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HALE. I hope that, if the Senator does 
not reconsider that determination, the Senate will 
reject the motion. I need not say to the Senate 


| that there is no member of the committee upon 


whom thecommittee rely with so much confidence 
for aid and counsel as the Senator trom lowa. To 
lose two such men as the Sevator from Verment 


| (Mr. Foor] and the Senator from lowa (Mr. 


relative to the correspondence between this Gov- | 
ernmentand the Mexican minister, in relation to 


| the exportation of articles contraband of war for 


the use of the French army in Mexico; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
| tions, and ordered to be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the | 


Senate a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, transmitting a joint resolution of the 


corporate authorities of the city of Washington, | 
adopted September 27, 1862, and a memorial of | 


the same authorities, under date of October 28, 
1862, relating to and urging the construction of 


| certain railroads concentrating upon the city of 
Washington; which was ordered to lie on the | 


table, and be printed. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Vice Presi- 


dent be authorized to appoint a member of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, there being a 


i 


vacancy there by the withdrawal of Governor | 


Wright, of Indiana. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT. Lask to be excused from service 
upon the Committee on Naval Affairs for the resi- 
due of this session. 
mands upon my time elsewhere, and especially 
in answering to the calls and the wants of our sol- 
diers—and which I do not feel myself at liberty 
to decline, however it may interfere with my le- 
gislative duties here—render it quite impracticable 


I wiil say, sir, that the de- | 


for me to devote the requisite attention to the busi- | 


ness before that committee. 


I have only to say, | 


to preclude any wrong or injurious inferences that | 


lations with all the members of that committee 


might be drawn, that my official and personal re- | 


have always been of the most agreeable charac- | 


ter. 1 move that Ll be excused, and that the Chair 
fill the place Ly appointing some other member. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
the Senate be authorized to fill an existing va- 
cancy in the Committee on Pubiic Lands, occa- 
sioned by the termination of the service of the 
Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Wright.) 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. CLARK, There is also a vacancy upon 
the Committee on Claims, occasioned by the with- 


| drawal of Mr. Field, of New Jersey, which I 


move may be filled by the Vice President. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair appoints 
the Senator from Maryland, Mr. Hicks, upon the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; the Senator from 
Rhode Island, Mr. Arwoxp, upon the Committee 
on Naval Affairs; and the Senator from Indiana, 
Mr. Torrie, upon the Committee on Public 
Lands and the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GRIMES. Lalso desire to be excused from 
further service upon the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. I desire to say that I do it not from any 
personal consideration applicable to any member 


of the committee, for my relations with each of 


the members of the committee are of the most 
pleasant and agreeable character,and have always 
been; but ‘I am also on a standing committee, 
which takes a large part of my time; and I am 
chairman of a select committee that en smy 
time almost. exclusively every morning. | must, 


| move that the President of | 


Grimes} in one day would look like going into 
bankruptey, LT really hope that the Senator from 
lowa will reconsider his determination. The ses- 
sion is short, and the amount of business before 
that committee is very large indeed, and it requires 
constant attention, It has to be in session now 
every day. 

Mr. GRIMES. IT have only to repeat what I 
have already stated, that I think Lam entitled to 
be excused from further service on the commit- 
tee, on account of the preoccupation of my time 
on other committees, and especially after the pre- 
cedent which has been already established by the 
Senate, in excusing the Senator from Vermont 
from further service. 

Mr. FOOT. If havea single remark to make. 
Tam aware that the Senator from lowa is very 
severely pressed with official business before the 
several committees of which he is a member, and 
an important member; but T will say that the Sen- 
ate had better excuse him from all other commit- 
tees than to excuse him from further service on 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion to excuse the Senator from Towa 


| was not agreed to. 


Mr. COWAN. A vacancy has occurred in the 
Committce ov Patents and the Patent Office, oc- 


| casioned by the expiration of Mr. Fiel@’s term; 


I therefore move that it be filled by the Chair. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Chair ap- 
pointed Mr. Watt. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented the memorial of 


| Augustus S. Baldwin, a commander in the Navy 


of the United States, praying that’ some action 
may be taken for his relief against the action of 
the advisory board, which,as he alleges, without 
cause, declared him ineligible to further promo- 


| ton; which was referred to the Committee on 


Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HOWARD presented a petition of mer- 
chants of the city of New York for a general bunk- 
rupt law; which was ordered to lie on the-table. 

Mr. LIARRIS presented a petition of merchants 


| of the city of New York, for a general bankrupt 


law; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, communicating information 
relating to the appointment of midshipmen at the 
Naval Academy, submitted a report, accompanied 
by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate, the number 
of midshipmen that may be legally appointed at the Nawal 
Academy is, two for every member and delegate of tie 
House of Representatives, two for the District of Columbia, 
and ten at large, and three boys enlisted in the Navy; aud 
that the ten allowed by the eighth section of the act parsed 
July 14, 1862, entitled, “An act making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year ending June 0, 1863, and 
for other purposes,” is merely descriptive of the qualifica- 
tions and condition of those whom the President may sp- 
pointat large; and that any other appointments, under wiint 
ever color of law or necessity they have been made, are not 
authorized by law. 

The report was ordered to be printed, and the 
resolution lies over under the rule. 

Mr. DIXON, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
petition of Cyrus C. Clapp, reported a bill (S. 
No. 477) for the relief of Cyrus C, Clapp and his 
guarantors or sureties; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. ; 

Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Claiiis, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 127) for 
the relief of Isaac Vanderpovul, reported it with- 
out amendment. 
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Mr. CLARK. ‘The same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Elizabeth C. Willet, 
daughter of Joshua Shaw, praying for an appro- 
priavion of $7,000 for the use by the Government 
of her father’s invention for percussion caps and 
locks for small-arms, have had that matter under 











nl 
| 


| 


consideration, and directed me to report a motion | 
that the further consideration of the matter be | 


indefinitely postponed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. | 
No. 616) making appropriations for the payment | 


of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1864, re- 
ported it without amendment. 


Mr. ARNOLD, from the Committee on Claims, 


to whom was referred the petition of Robert Mayo, 
legal representative of George Mayo, deceased, 
praying for compensation for services rendered 


the Government, submitted a report accompanied | 


by a bill (3S. No. 479) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of George Mayo, deceased; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading, and the 
report was ordered to be printed, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Angelique Frazer, 
formerly the widow of Hyacinthe Riopelle, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. POWELL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
478) to provide the means and mode of taking evi- 
dence in supportof claims in certain cases against 
the Government; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed, 


Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous | 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
480) in relation to the printing of public docu- 
ments; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


CAMP CONVALESCENT. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. 1 offer the following reso- 


lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia be instructed to inquire whether the sick and in 
valid soldiers at Camp Convalescent, in Virginia, receive 
proper medical care and attention, and whether any portion 
of them are suffered to remain in tents without fire, and 
without sufficient protection from the wet and cold, and 
whether they are compelled to lie upon the ground without 
beds or blankets, and whether any examinations are made 
by the surgeons so that any such as are wholly incapaci- 
tated for further service may receive discharges; and fur- 
ther, that they ascertain uuder whose control the medical 
department of said camp is placed. 


In consequence ofa letter received from the Sur- 


geon General, who states that the department over 


which he presides is not justly liable to the re- | 
marks made by me yesterday, and in order that | 


abuses may be corrected if they exist, and that 
certain charges may be corrected if they are not 
true, ask the immediate consideration of that 
resolution, 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


MAJOR AND BRIGADIER GENERALS. 


Mr. RICE submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be directed to inform 
the Senate whether any more major and brigadier generals 
have been appointed and paid than authorized by law; and 


if so, how many, giving names, date of appointments, and 
amounts paid each. 


DUTY ON PRINTING PAPER. 


_ Mr. ARNOLD submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to; 

Resoired, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
bereby, requested to communicate to the Senate the amount 
of revenne, if any, which las accrued to the United States 
since the passage of the act of March 2, 1861, at its various 
ports of entry, from the duty on printing paper; and whether, 
in hie opinion, a reduction of the duty on printing paper 
would tend to increase thy public revenues. 


PLANS OF GENERAL BURNSIDE. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. | ask leave 
to submit a resolution, and have it read, I do not 
ask for its consideration now. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the comiunittee on the conduct of the war 
be instructed to Inquire whether Major General A. E. Burn- 


' side lias, since the battle of Fredericksburg, formed any 
plans for the movement of the army of the Potomac, or any 


portion of the same; and if xo, whether any suberdinate | 


generals of said army have written to or visited Washing 
ton to Oppose or interfere with the execution of such move- 
ments, and whether such proposed movements have been 
arrested of interfered with; and, if so, by what authority. 


‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The resojution will 


lie over. 
NAVY RUGISTER. 


. ANTHONY s ‘ ing res- || 
Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- || painted tuy.the Bhiedubment. 


olution; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Printing: 

Resolved, That three thousand copies of the Navy Regis- 

ter be printed for the use of the Senate. 
SENECA G. SIMMONS. 

Mr. CLARK. 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 520) for 
the relief of Seneca G. Simmons, have instructed 
me to report it back with amendments, and to 


recommend that it be passed. Lask that it be con- | 


sidered atthistime. ‘There are some reasons why 
it should be considered now. 


The Committee on Claims, to | 


. . ; 
By unanimous consent, the bill was considered | 


as in Committee of the Whole. The amendments 
were, to insert after the word * of,’’ in line four, 
the words ‘‘the late;’’ to strike out the word 


‘*him,’’ jo line six, and, in lieu of it, to insert * his | 


legal representatives ;’’ to strike out, in lines nine 
and ten, the words ** Provided, The amount so to 
be allowed shall not exceed the sum of,” and to 
insert ** to wit;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the proper accounting officers of 


the Treasury Department, in setuling the accounts of the 
late Seneca G. Simmons, as assistant commissary of sub- 


sistence, be, and hereby are, authorized and instructed to | 


allow his legal representatives credit for the sum of money 


belonging to the United States stolen from his possession | 


at Matamoras, Mexico, on the night of the llth of April, 
1847, to wit, $1,500. . 


The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 


and the amendmeiits were concurred in and or- | 


dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. The bill was read the third time. 


Mr. CLARK. I do not desire that the bill 


should pass without the Senate understanding its | 


merits and the circumstances connected with it. 
Mr. Stmmons was a captain in the United States 
Army. He was in service in Mexico in 1847, 
On the Llth day of April, 1847, $1,500 with which 
he was intrusted on the part of the Government 
of the United States, as assistant commissary of 
subsistence, was stolen from him. A military 


matter. 
nected with him. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





January 23, 





| printed. [tis printed by the Department, and these 


extra copies are struck off without setting up the 
type over again. 7 

Mr. TROUMBULL.. Asis well known, we are 
now about making a great many changes of offi- 
cers, and we shall need a revised edition of the Re- 
gister during the next sixty days in order to have 
itof much use, 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is made up to the Ist of 
January. The Army Register is prepared and 
While the type is 
set, extra copies are struck off for the use of the 
Senate. It is a document that is called for more 
than almost any other. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to the 
resolution; I think it desirable to have the Regis- 
ter printed; but the point which I made was that 
by publishing it now, we shall not get what 
we would all desire to have. Perhaps it is weil 
enough to have some extra copies of the old Re- 
gister as it was made up, but the officers are now 
about being changed to a very great extent, 

Mr. ANTHONY. That is always the case. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I make no opposition to 
the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


BANK REPORT. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. No. 568) to provide for the printing of the 
annual report of the banks of the United States, 
to report it back with an amendment; and as it 


| will not take a minute to pass the bill, and as if 


not passed now it will be useless, | ask for its 
present consideration. 

There being no objection, the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to make it the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to cause the annual report upon the banks of 
the United States to be completed at as early aday 


| before the first Monday in October in each year 


as is practicable; and when completed, or in the 
course of its progress toward completion, if that 
will give dispatch to the business, the work of 


| printing, under the superintendence of the Secre- 
| tary, is to be commenced, and the whole be printed 


and ready for delivery on or before the Ist day of 
December next ensuing the close of the year to 
which the report relates. Until Congress shall 


| otherwise direct, the Secretary of the ‘Treasury is 


was not kept ina suitable building; that there || 
was not a suitable building for it. The facts | 


were that Matamoras, where he was at that 


time, was in danger of attack, and the building | 
used by the commissary department was wanted | 
for ordnance stores, and the captain took the 


money and carried it to his own quarters; it was 
kept in his quarters, and on the 11th of April, 
1847, was stolen. This bill was passed by the 
House of Representatives at the last session, 
making an appropriation not exceeding $1,500. 
That ts the exactamount. We have ascertained 
it, and found it to be unsettled. At the battle of 


Fair Oaks, Captain Simmons gave his life to his | 


country. He was killed at the head of a regi- 
' ment; and the committee think the bill should 


may be discharged from further annoyance in re- 
gard to his accounts. 


so as to read; ** A bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Seneca G. Simmons.”” 


ARMY REGISTER. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 


ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
three thousand copies of the Army Register for 
the use of the Senate, have directed me to report 
it back without amendment, and to ask for its 
present consideration, 

| By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to 
| consider the following resolution: 

| Resolved, That three thousand copies of the Army Re- 
| gister for 1863 be printed fur the use of the Senate. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire to 
| ¥ hat date that Army Register comes down? To 
the present time ? 


r. ANTHONY. The Register is now being 


_ now be acted on, so that his legah representatives | 


| 
| 
| 





The bill was passed; and its title was amended || 


to cause to be printed five thousand copies of the 
report for the use of Congress and the Treasury 


: ~~ || Department; which, except such as are to be 
commission was appointed to examine into the || 


They found that there was no fault con- 
They found that the money || 


bound with other public.documents, shall be sub- 
stantially bound, but the expense of binding is 
not to exceed twelve cents per copy. 

The amendment of the Committee on Printing 
was to strike out the fourth section of the bill, 
which is in the following words: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the report afore- 
said, except such as are tobe bound with other public doc- 
uments, shail be substantially bound: Provided, ‘That the 
expense thereof shall not exceed twelve cents per copy. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bit was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. The bill was read the third time, and 
passed. 

FLOYD ACCEPTANCES. 


Mr. HALE. Inow move that the Senate post- 
pone all prior orders, for the purpose of taking up 
Senate joint resolution No. 102. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 102) for the relief of the present 
owners and holders of drafts or bills of exchange 
drawn by Russell, Majors & Waddell, and ac- 
cepted by John B. Floyd, late Secretary of War, 
was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. -It authorizes the pres- 
ent owners and holders of any drafts, orders, or 
bills of exchange drawn by Russell, Majors & 
Waddell, contractors with the Government for 
supplies and transportation, and unconditionally 
accepted by Jolin B. Floyd, late nee of War, 
to bring their several actions against the United 
States, upon those drafts and acceptances, in any 
circuit court of the United States in the district in 
which they reside, serving the proper process In 
each case upon the district attorney of the United 
States for the district in which such suit may be 
brought; and any suit so brought is to be pro- 
ceeded in as if it had been brought by one private 
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- individual against another; and if, upon the hear- || Hlinois; and I will move to amend the resolution Mr. HOWARD. If that wasa condition pre- 
re ing or trial of any such suit, it shall appear that | 80 as to read; cedent, it is perfectly evident that they had no 
the United States are liable upon those drafts and That persons claiming to be the present owners and hold right to accept the drafis, and the contractors 
€ acceptances, the court is to give judgment against ~ * muy Grats, &e would be ch igeable for any defeet ef authority, 
i- the United States for the amoumt which shall be Phe amendment was agreed to. and would have no claim in law orio equity agaist 
~ found due and owing to the holders of that paper; Mr. HALE. Now, Mr. President, let me saya | the Government, 7 o 
re and the amount of such judgment is to be paid to |) single word in regard vo the character of these pa- Mr. HARLAN. In adilition to these thete 
; the plaintiff by the Secretary of the Treasury; and | pers. These gentlemen were, some of them, mer- || which have been already elicited, these centract- 
of if it shali appear that the United States are not | chants of Boston and other parts of the country, | ors have been paid every dollar due them for the 
vd liable upon those drafts and acceptances, the court | doing business in the regular mercantile course. || work that they performed. Although th: y drew 
is is to give judgment in their favor for costs, secu- They found drafis unconditionally accepted by || these drafts on the Se cretary, which he honored, 
Le rity for the payment of which is to be givenatthe | the Secretary of War, and upon them they have | and sold them in the market, they came to the 
re commencement of each of the suits; but either | bona fide paid their money to the full extent of | Treasury and drew the money for every dollar's 
party is to have the right to take a writ of error || those drafts. They have been before Congress for || worth of work that had been performed by them 
46 from the circuit court, if the same be applied for, | some time; and all in the world they ask isaright || They cannot now come to the Treasury and draw 
5- returnable to the session of the Supreme Court | to test the legality of their claim before the Su- || the money on these drafts, because the money has 
at next succeeding the circuit court at which such || preme Court of the United States. That is all. already been paid to the contractors in a legiti- 
at judgment shall have been rendered, and in default Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator allow me | mate way. 
“il of which, such judgment is to be deemed final and | to make an inquiry? That is the whole case, and I shall not soil my 
e- conclusive between the parties. Mr. HALE. Certainly. hands by voting for any such resolution as this 
w Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido not know that I shall Mr. MORRILL. It is this: whether he does Nothing that has ever been presented to a legis- 
oppose the passage of this joint resolution; but] | not understand that these parties have thatremedy || latwwe body could be more rotten. 
> think the Senate ought to understand what it is. || amply provided by the bill passed by the Senate || Mr. TROMBULL. «I should be very unwill- 
to Mr. FESSENDEN. Whatcommittee does it | the other day? If I recollect that bill aright, it || ing by any hasty action herve to do injustice to 
come from? provides thaton all claims arising outof contracts || innocent parties; and although I did not agree to 
sd Mr. TRUMBULL. From the Judiciary Com- | the party shall have a right tommfer his claim to || this joint resolution, T think these parties should 
Pf mittee; but | will state to the Senator from Maine | the Court of Claims, and thence by appeal to the || havea right to test the legal obligation of the Gov- 
a i that I did not concur in reporting it. It is, how- Supreme Court of the United States, Now, my | erpment to pay these acceptances. IT think they 
ill od ever, reported from that committee, and called up || Inquiry of the Senator is, whether that remedy is | can do it in the Court of Ciaims, and it was be- 
a : to-day by the Senator from New Hampshire. [| || not as ample as the one proposed by this resolu- cause l thought they ought to go to the Court of 
4, te am certainly very much surprised that he should || won? : aid, . |i C laims that lb did not agree to the reporting of this 
it “a be for opening the Treasury ofthe United States, Mr. HALE. Perhaps it would be if that bil || joint resolution. The facts about the case are 
if as this resolution does, to a judge, without coming had become a law, or was likely to do so; but it || something like these: . 
its to Congress at all foran appropriation hereafter— || 'S sufficient to Say there is no such law now, It seems that, although there is no warrant of 
opening it directly, and that, too, in favor of the Mr. rRUMBULL. Why not? Can they not || law for it,a practice has prevailed to some extent 
d- Floyd acceptances. ‘That does surprise me a little. || 8° before the present Court of Claims? in more than one Department of the Government 
a These Floyd acceptances were given to Russell, |; Mr. HALE. ‘I hat would give them no right || to make acceptances of this character, There are 
a Majors & Waddell, who were contractors with of appeal to the Supreme Court; and there is the || great undertakings entered into by parties for the 
of F: the Government to furnish the Army supplies to | same objection to that that my friend from Illinois Government, requiring large sums of money to 
id - our army in Utah some years ago. It is known mentioned the other day, that, when they have || carry them into execution; and mere than one 
‘ar a that they drew acceptances upon the Government, | got through the Court of Claims they have got Department of the Government, without any au- 
he he or upon the Secretary of War, when they had not nothing. But will this Government take the po- || thority of law, and very improperly, in my judg- 
oe & performed the services, and he accepted them to sition, that upon a contract for supplies furnished | Ment, has accepted drafis drawn in this way— 
of B a very large amount; and now these parties come | 'oour A rmy, where genuemen have advanced the ir | anticipating that the work would be performed— 
ine to Congress and ask to have their legal rights in- || money on the faith of a coutract signed by one of | before the accounts were settled and before the 
‘ed vestigated in the courts of the country. In case the highest officers of the Government, it will || work had been entirely performed ; and they have 
of they obtain a judgment against the Government, | neither pay them nor let them go to the legally } been paid, These dratis heretofore have been paid 
. the joint resolution provides that they are to walk constituted tribunals to test their legal rights? || in the due settlement ofaccounts between the con- 
; right into the Treasur and take the money out |, That is all they ask. tractors and the Government, This had been 
all 5 ; y y me seta , . 
rte without coming to Congress at all. After the || _ Mr.MORRILL. My inquiry of the honorable | done in the War Department in numerous in- 
he speeches we have had from the Senator from New || Senator is, whether the Senate, having provide d stances; and when these acceptances—the paruc- 
ry Hampshire, itis mostextraordinary thathe should || one remely, it should unde take to pass another? | ular ones now in question—went upon the market 
‘a advocate such a proposition. | Whether the House of Representatives has con- |) in the cities of New York and Boston and else- 
-. There is one expression in the joint resolution || curred in it or not, does not change the matter. where, parties, before purchasing them, came to 
s that 1 do not like. I do not like it to carry with || Mr. HARLAN. Me. President, if [ under- || Washington and inquired whether this was right, 
itany admissions. That part of the joint reso- || stand the case, it can be stated in two or three || whether they would be paid. They applied to the 
he lution to which I take exception reads in these || Sentences. Vhe Quartermast« r General entered || President of the U nited States, Mr. Buchanan at 
ill, words: || into a contract with Russell, Majors & Waddell || thee time, and the Seeretary of War; and they 
That the present owners and holders of any drafts, || t transport Government stores for the supply of || were assured by the Secretary of War that these 
' orders, or bills of exchange, drawn by Russell, Majors & | the Army. Before these contractors ever per- | would be paid as others had been paid. Some of 
=a ‘ Waddell, contractors with the Government for supplies and || formed the service, and before they were able to | the parties who hold these acceptances had pur- 
the x‘ Piawa, loan tbeceenny cf TG? tee Reneay tite toed wn tahoe || come to the accounting officers of the Government || chased similar acceptances of these same parties, 
, re fee PY ae ate 6 | with their vouchers, they drew on the Secretar and had them duly paid; and they doubtless were 
iS their several actions against the United States. k ’ : yi yi y 
at \| of War for the money, and he honored the draft || innocent purchasers, They brought very nearly 
si b head prota that these aceon should a | by writing his name across those vouchers. They || their face in the market, The margin was very 
oll © J. , RF! ade ynire e2i3. ty ac Rone _ || oughtto have first performed the service and come || small. Only the legitimate rate of interest was re- 
7 by John 3. oy . ot the + pr ution meee \| to the accounting officers of the Government with | ceived by the parties purchasing these tcceptances. 
and > to pass atall, that persons © ¢ mens to hold || their vouchers, and then the proper officer of the || 1 think the Seeretary of War had no right ts 
drafis, orders, or bills of exchange, drawn and || Government would have made his rv quisizion on || make the acceptanees; but there is some differ- 
accepted,’’ shall have a right to bring suit; but |! the Seeretary of the Treasury, and the mouey || ence of opinion about that. The practice having 
do not admit, as the resolution now does, that || would have been drawn through the officers of || prevailed for a series of years to some extent,and 
oat- they were ‘ unconditionally accepted.”’ Let the |) the Government. The work had never been per- || the drafts having been paid, these parties claim 
up court determine whether they have been accepted |) formed; the vouchers had never been presented; || tobe innocent purchasers; and doubtless they are. 
atall or not, and whether these men are contract- |) buton the supposition that they would perform the || They came here and sought from the Government 
»30- ors with the Government or not, |, work, these drafts were drawn, entirely outside || information before they made the purchase, to 
sent Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Suppose | of the prescribed routine of the re cular mode of || know whether they might safely make the ad- 
nge they are not contractors; how then? }|, drawing money from the Treasury by the quar- || vances on them or not. Now, t think, as what 
ac- Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, I would not make |! termaster’sdepartment, entirely outside ofthe law, || they ask is simply to have that legal question 
lar, any admissions about it, one way or theother, |, entirely outside of the regulations of the Depart- |) tested—I have given my opinion upon it—it would 
: in If itis thought best on the part of the Senate to || ment. | be proper to allow them to do so, 
res- allow these parties to bring suits against the Gov- || Mr. HOWARD. I wish to ask the Senatora || Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 should like to ask 
,or ernment to test their legal rights, let them make || question. ‘| whether it has been the practice of any of the 
3 & out their case; just authorize the persons claiming | Mr. HARLAN. I shall be through in a mo- 1 Departments to make acceptances and jet those 
for to hold this class of indebtedness to bring suits || ment. || acceptanecs go out of the Department for cireu- 
ally against the Government; and /et the court determ- Mr. HOWARD. I only wishto ask whether || lation. 1 understand that is not so. Officers at 
Jar, ine whether they have been accepted at all. This |) it was not provided by the very terms of the con- | a distance, to avoid expense, have been allowed 
ited would dispense with any proof of their acceptance i tract that the service should be rendered before || to draw upon the Deparufent, and when the drafts 
any by John B. Floyd. The resolution now admits || the payment was demanded? I willi ask the Sen- || came to the Department they would be accepted 
“tin that they were “ unconditionally accepted’? by ator, if he has seen the contract, whether that is || and poids for instance, they would be aceepied 
s in him. J merely wish to call the attention of the |) not the provision of the contract? || by the Secretary of War, and sent immediately 
ited Senate to the resolution, that they may know what \| Mr. HARLAN. I do not remember to have j to the officer and pata; but [donot anderstand 
yp be i is we are about passing u > || seen the contract; but ut would be asingular con- || that ib has ever been the practice to accept them 
pro- Mr. HALE. | have not sateMehsens objection { tract that would require the money to be paid in | without funds, and jet the acceptances go att o 
vate to the amendment suggested by the Senator from |! advance of the performance of the work. be negotiated in the market. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I will not undertake to 
say how much of a practice it has been. Such 
cases have occurred. Whether it has grown into 
a practice would be a question perhaps that would 
govern a legal tribunal to some extent. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I may be in error; butI || 








Now, in regard to the hospitals, the actual value 
| ofthe ration in the city of Washington, at the pres- 
| ent time, is 18 cents, It changes, however, every 
| few months. The actual value of the articles to 





| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. One hun- 
| dred and twenty thousand dollars. 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. It was $170,000. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Why not increase that ap- 


| which each soldier in the hospitals is entitled, at || propriation so agto give a sufficient fund ? 


inquired about it,and f understand that it hasnever | 
been the practice for Government officers to make 


such acceptances where there was no appropria- 

tion, where they had not funds, and then let the ac- 

ceptances go out in the market to be negotiated. 
ir. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Floyd did it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I know that Floyd did 
it. Practically, however, officers at considerable 
distances, to save expense, are allowed todraw on 
the Department, and their drafts are accepted and 
paid; but then there is an appropriation to pay 
them. 

Mr. HARLAN. I should like to inquire from 
the Senator from Maine, if he knows of cases that 
have occurred, whether they are not merely lodged 
in the Department, and retained there until the 
vouchers come here, and then payments made on 
the vouchers? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. lam unable to say how 
that is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It did appear before the 
committee in this investigation. ‘The investiga- 
tion took place at the last session of Congress; 
and the facts are notas familiar to me now as they 
wereatthattime. Perhaps some of my colleagues 
on the committee, particularly the Senator from 
Connecticut, (Mr. f 
olution, recollect them better than I do; but my 
recollection is—und I think it was shown to the 
committee—that acceptances had gone out upon 
the market in this way before these. I think some 
of the parties who now hold these acceptances 
stated that they had purchased such acceptances 
before, and had them paid. Am I not correct? 

Mr. FOSTER. Yes. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That was stated to the | 


contract prices, in the city of Washington, is 18 
cents; in New Mexico, 31 cents; in Washington 
Territory, 22 cents; in New York, 18 cents; in 


i} 3oston, 16} cents; and in Tennessee, 14; cents, 


| 


' 
| 


' 
| 


i] 


“osTER,}] whoreported the res- | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


committee; and 1 understand that acceptances | 


have gone out from the Post Office Department. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. A great while ago. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The appropriation bill for 
the Post Office Department failed some two or 
three years ago; and my recollection is, that ac- 
ceptances were made at that time and went upon 
the market, and that the Post Office Department 
was carried along to some extent in that way. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. ! never heard that there 
were any acceptances. There were certificates of 
service given, that certain service had been ren- 
dered and so much money was due, and these 
were negotiated; but they were not in the form 
of negotiable paper. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to be distinctly un- 
derstood as not sanctioning this practice by any 
means. I think it very wrong, and it should not 
have been tolerated; but still, if the practice did 
exist, and these parties had a legal right, I cer- 
tainlyam willing to allow them to go to some court 
to have an opportunity of testing that legal right. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 
having expired, it becomes the duty of the Chair 
to call up the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which is the bill (S. No. 470) to provide for the 


} 
| 
| 
i 


greater comfort of sick and wounded soldiers, 


and to promote the efficiency of the medical de- 
partment of the Army; the pending question being 
on the motion of the Senator from Minnesota, 
[Mr. Wixinson,) to strike out the fifth section 
in the following words: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, Thatthe chief medical 
director of departments and armies in the field and the 
senior surgeon on duty in the Surgeon General's Office, 
regularly so assigned by the War Department upon the de- 
tail of the Surgeon General, shall have the rank, pay, and 
emoluments, each, of acolonel of cavalry. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Mr. Presi- 
dent, agreeably to the request of the Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. Fessenpen,] yesterday, I have made 
some inquiry in regard to this matter of the ration. 
I find that the ration yf officers is commuted at 
thirty cents. The law provides what the ration of 
the men shal! be, specifying the precise amount of 
each article that constitutes the ration. gThatcan- 
not be changed by the medical director, by the 
Secretary of War, or by any rules and regula- 
tions of the Department. It isa matter of'positive 


| 
| 
| 
| 





} 


| 


| which is the lowest sum anywhere. if, for in- 
| stance, you put one hundred men in a hospital in 
| the city of Washington, the value of the ration 

for those one hundred men is eighteen dollars per 
day; and, at the end of the month, if they have 
| drawn it all, there is no hospital fund. ‘There is 
| never any hospital fund for the first month, any- 
| way. If they have not drawn it all during the 
| month, whatever they reserve is a hospital fund. 
| I have read the returns for the last month in the 
| Adjutant General’s Office, and this is the fact as 


| shown by them. In some of the hospitals a fund 


| has been accumulated. This fund the Surgeon 
| General can transfer from one hospital to another, 
| at his pleasure; and when it is not used it goes 
| into the Treasury of the United States; and since 
| this war has c@mmenced, money has been paid 
| into the Treasury in that way. 

| As I stated yesterday, the Surgeon General, be- 
| lieving that this ration was not sufficient for the 


| soldiers in the hospitals, examined the tables in | 


| 
' 
{ 
| 
a . ‘ 
the civil hopitals of the country—in Philadel- | 6 boxes of lemons, at $375 per box......... 22 50 


phia, New York, and Boston; and out of those 
hospitals he made up this diet table which I now 
| have before me, providing for a fulldiet, half diet, 
| what he calls a chicken diet, low diet, milk diet, 
beef-tea diet; and showing what the men are enti- 
| tled toon Sunday, Monday,Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and all the days of the week; specifying particu- 


report of those hospitals is unanimous that it 


to that sum, which was the largest. The sur- 
geons in those hospitals, however, reported that 
under that diet the men wonderfully improved; 
they were strengthened and sustained; ina word, 
they were nursed and built up better under this 





diet table than under any other ever adopted; but | 


it cannot be supported on the present ration and 


Surgeon General, nor the Secretary of War, nor the 
President, has a right to change the ration or the 
value of a ration. The ration is fixed by law, 
and its value is the contract price of the articles 
contained in it, including the transportation. The 
present proposition is to commute it at thirty 
cents—fixing it at the same price at which we 
commute the rations of all the officers of our 
Army. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will ask the gentleman 
a question, which, perhaps, he has answered in 
the course of his remarks, as I happened to be 
called out of the Chamber for a moment. I wish 
to inquire whether we are to understand that that 


diet table, which I take to be good and necessary | 
for the men, cannot be adopted, and the soldiers | 
cannot have legally the relief it will afford, and | 
| which is necessary to them, unless we pass this 


bill ? 


say this: that on the present ration that diet table 


| cannot be carried out. In every case in which it | 


has been tried it has run the hospital in debt—in 
one hospital in Philadelphia, the name of which 
I have forgotten, as high as $1,100, and in others 
$200, pn, $400, and $500. ‘The larger the hos- 
pital the more they run in debt. The amount of 
debt into which they will run depends entirely on 
ener of men, if they are equally well man- 
| aged. 
| “Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator does not an- 
swer the question. What I am after is to know 
whether there is no other way in which it ¢an be 
furnished but this? 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. None what- 
ever. 
Mr. SHERMAN. To give the Senator an op- 
portunity to answer the Senator from Vermont 





law which entitles every soldier in the service of || more fully, I will ask what the money appropri- 


the United S:ates to that ration. 


ated for ice, &c., amounts to? 


larly and exactly every article. He ordered this | 
diet table to be tried for a month in some of the | 
best organized hospitals of the country, and the | 


caused them to run in debt. One of the largest | 


and best managed hospitals in the country run in | 
|| debt $1,100; and the others varied from $100 up | 


must be abandoned; for this experiment has been | 
| tried without the authority of law. Neither the 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I mean to | 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Mr. Pres- 
| ident, I was surprised yesterday when the Sena- 
| tor from Maine brought up this littl twopenny 
| affair of one or two hundred thousand dollars for 
| ice, for the hundreds of thousands of men who 
go through our a annually. Why, sir, it 
is not a dropin the bucket; itis nota dollar apiece 
to the men who go to these hospitals annually— 
hardly twenty-five cents; it is nothing at all; and 
I do not care if the Senators from Maine and Ohio 
strike it out of the appropriation bill altogether. 

Mr. GRIMES. I should like to ask the Sena- 
tor a question. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. GRIMES. I hold in my hand a voucher 
for the Lincoln hospital, in this city, which I ob- 
tained from the commissary’s department, taken at 
| random, certified to by the surgeon in charge of 
|| the hospital, and signed by Daniel McBride. The 
|| items are: 


|| 1886 gallons milk, at 32 cents per galion......... $603 52 


|| _80 pairs chickens, at 90 cents per pair ....... 72 00 
| 500 dozen eggs, at 30 cents per dozen......... « 150 00 
76 dozen Scotch ale, at $2 per dozen......... 152 00 

32 dozen London porter, at $2 per dozen..... 64 00 


90 lots of vegetables, at $1 per lot..........++ 90 90 


73 gallons keroseng oil, at $1 per gallon...... 73 00 
500 pounds butter, at 27 cents per pound...... 185 00 


DOirali vakesn esheets ean @ 





| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Kerosene 
|| oil is no part of the ration. That is for light. 
Mr. GRIMES. It is true kerosene oil should 
have been furnished through the commissary de- 
partment; but it seems from this voucher that the 
physician not only has the authority and exer- 
cises the authority to furnish milk, eggs, chick- 
ens, ale, porter, vegetables, lemons, and butter, 
but he goes beyond that and trenches on the 


authority ofthe commissary department and pur- 
chases kerosene oil. This account has been al- 
lowed. Itis an original account from the com- 
missary department; and I have got several others 
here, including almosteverything. Now, I want 
to know from the Senator from Massachusetts, if 
the surgeon at this hospital would be authorized 


under the laws and regulations as they now stand 
to procure the articles specified in this voucher, 
why it is not possible for him to secure the arti- 
cles which he says ought to be furnished to the 
sick? I could go on and cite any quantity of 
various items; but I take this from among many 
as anexample. I have got it from the records of 
the department, and of its accuracy there can be 
no controversy. I should like to have the Sen- 
ator answer me that question. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. What is the 
question precisely ? 

Mr. GRIMES. If the surgeon at this Lincoln 
hospital would be authorized under the laws, as 
they now stand, to furnish milk, eggs, chickens, 
ale, porter, lemons, and kerosene oil, and have 
his vouchers allowed and passed by the auditing 
officers, why is it not possible for him to secure 
an allowance of anything that may be necessary 





in order to promote the comfort of the sick sol- 
diers? Why can he not furnish it under the law 
| as it now stands? 
| Mr. NESMITH. Were those items paid for 
out of the hospital fund? 

Mr. GRIMES. No, sir ; they were paid at the 
| commissary’s department. I will state further, 
| that I hold in my hand a statement taken from the 

commissary ’s department showing that for the 
last month, after making the direct issue to the 
hospitals, the money value of the rations returned 
by the commissary for the benefit of this Lincoln 
hospital was $3,065 14; for the Harewood hosp!- 
tal $5,921 92; and for the Carver hospital $5,262 53 
That was the hospital fund after the direct issues 
had been made to the soldiers 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sen- 

ator from lowa has read lists showing what the 
hospitals are paid at the commissary department 
Now, sir, most of those articles are in the law 
now as partof the ration. The law provides that 

shall be furnished to the men in the field and 
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1863. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
to say that milk and eggs are a part of the ration? 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The law 


passed by this Congress authorizes the purchase | 


of milk and eggs and articles of that kind for the 
hospitals. It is no part of the ration. j 
a part of what the law now furnishes for these 
men. As to providing furniture, stoves, beds, and 
articles of that kind tor the men, they constitute 
no part of the food. I should be willing, how- 
ever, to amend the bill by striking out thirty and 
inserting twenty-five cents as the commutation 
price of the ration. 


But the Senator says, also, that some of these | 
hospitals have funds; that they have made money. 4 


Sir, you will find that the hospitals that have made 


money on the present ration are the worst man- | 


aged hospitals in the country, and are so regarded. 
In some of those cases the fund has been taken 


away from the hospitals and placed in other hos- | 
pitals by the Surgeon General. The men have | 


been stinted to make a fund. 


I want this question to be fairly understood. It | 


is necessary to increase the commutation price of 
the ration if we undertake to carry out this diet 
table. If we abandon that, and let the ration stand 
as it is, we shall get along as we do at present 
with the hospitals. I am told to-day by the Sur- 
econ General that if it had not been for what has 
been furnished by sanitary commissions and by 
the people there would have been great suffering 
in many of the hospitals. I believe it; I have not 
a doubt of it; and I am told so by other persons 
who are familiar with the hospitals. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President, what is 
the proposition before the Senate ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison 
striking out the fifth section of the bill, which will 
be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the chief medical | 


director of departments and armies in the field, and the 
senior surgeon on duty in the Surgeon General’s Office, reg- 
ularly so assigned by the War Department upon the detail 
of the Surgeon General, shall have the rank, pay, and emol- 
uments, each, of a colonel of cavalry. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I submitted that motion 
yesterday to strike out that section. I have noticed 
ever since this war commenced, that whenever 
there was a desire on the part of some men to get 


alarger salary thananybody knewanythingabout, | 


they were anxious to get the pay of a captain, 


major, or colonel of cavalry. Now, here isaclerk, || 


a surgeon in the Surgeon General’s Office, who, 
according to this section, is to be allowed for five 
horses with forage at eight dollars per month; 
making forty dollars per month to feed five horses 
for a clerk in the Surgeon General’s Office. It 
amounts in all to over three thousand and twelve 
dollars per year. Sir, | think that section should 
be stricken out. 1 do not see why an officer who 
does nothing further than the duties which are im- 
posed upon the officers enumerat€d in this section, 
should receive the pay, emoluments, rations, for- 
age, &c., of a cavalry officer in the field. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sena- 
tor from Minnesota is certainly mistaken about 
the five horses. If he will refer to the law of the 
last session, he will find that they were cut down 
to three for a colonel; and he will find further that 
the forage of officers is not commuted; it must be 
taken in kind; and I take it there are very few men 


- who will keep a horse for the sake of getting for- 


age from the Government. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I will state to the honor- 
able chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
what I am told is the practice in this city among 
officers who are entitled to such emoluments as 
this bill provides for. They go to a livery stable 
and make a sham purchase of horses there, and 
take their forage and sell it to the persons with 
whom they made these sham sales. ‘The law says 
they shall receive their forage in kind; and this is 


the way they whip the devil round the stump. I | 


presume a very shrewd officer who wished to get 
all that the law allowed him, would find some way 
to get his pay for these things. 

r. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The law 
allows a colonel to have two horses, not three. I 
have the law before me. 

Mr.. WILKINSON. 
Register. . 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The law 
provides— 


 Minjor generals shall be entitled to draw forage in kind 


I read from the Army 


Does the Senator mean | 


They are | 
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for fiv@horses ; brigadier generals for four horses ; colonels, 
lieutenant colonels, and majors, for two horses each; cap- | 
tains and lieutenants of cavairy and artillery, or having the 
eavalry allowance, for two horses each ; and chaplains for 
one horse only.’ 

Colonels have two horses under this law, and 
they cannot commute the forage; they have to 
draw itin kind. Now, it may be, sir, (I hope it 
is not so, for the creditof human nature,) thatan 
officer, with the commission of the United States in 
his pocket, will make an arrangement such as was 
suggested by the Senator from Minnesota; but if 
there be such a man, he isa disgrace to the Army 
|| of the United States, and he ought to be kicked 
dishonorably out of the service atonce. There | 
is no language to describe an act of that kind. 

Mr. WILKINSON. [agree fully with the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, but I should like to ask 
| that Senator if he does not believe that officers 
| wearing epaulets upon their shoulders have done 
and are doing to-day as dishonorable things; that 
they are robbing and plundering the Government 
and receiving pay for services which they do not 
render to the nation? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sena- 
tor asks me what I believe. Ido not know that 
| itis so; it is hard to believe; but, sir, there are 
| evidences that men in the military service of this 
| country have done acts that would forever blast 
| the reputation of any respectable man, and that 
| we have more of thieving, more of plundering, 
| more that is dishonorable, more mere little petty 


| in all the nation beside. Ihave no doubt of that; 
| but, at the same time, I believe ihe great portion of 
| the officers of the Army and of the volunteers to 


| profession. ‘That there are some miserable crea- 


‘| tures who have got commissions in the service, | 


| who are disgracing the service and disgracing the 
| country, we all admit. : 
Mr. POMEROY. I think we ought to hesitate 
| before we strike out this section of the bill. 1 
| know that at the last session we reorganized the 
uartermaster’s departmentand the commissary ’s 
owteeen, and we granted additional pay to the 
men who do service in those departments. I do 
not know why the medical department is not in- 
| cumbered with as much service, is not doing as 
much as those departments to the officers of which 
we have allowed increased rank and pay. The 
medical department is at least doing all it can do. 


others, who did precisely the same work after 
they received their promotion as they had done 
before; but as a compensation in some measure 
|| for the immense labor pressed upon them by the 
exigencies of this war, we have consented that 
they should be promoted. Lask Senators, if they 


| whether they will strike down the medical depart- 


|| officers in other departments, 

|| This bill,with those already passed, only allows 
‘| one Assistant Surgeon General and three medical 
|| inspectors general, and sixteen inspectors with the 
| rank of lieutenant colonel. I think we ought not 


|| of the service. 
i medical department expended only about $60,000 


} or additional pay or rank to their officers, as we 


1 think if there is any one of them that commends 


|| itself to the favorable action of Congress, it is this | 
|| branch of the service. ‘The way they are able to 
|| employ clerical help in this department is by de- || 


tailing some hospital steward who gets $600 or 
$800 a year to perform clerical service for which 








that way. Then, as the Senator from Massachu- 
| setts says, not being allowed enough assistant 


| surgeons in the Army, they have to emplo 





| 
' 
| 
| 
} 


| take care of the men in the hospitals. 
' 
i? 


| expenses incurred under the fifth section of the 
|| bill. It may amount to $3,000 a year, as is said; 
\, but there are only five officers in all affected by it. 
!| I can only say now in regard to this particular 
'} section ‘of the bill—I may have something to say 


partisanship in the military service than we have | 


| be men of integrity and character devoted to their | 


in regard to other sections hereafter—that wea 
should do for this branch of the service what we 
have done for the quartermaster’s and commis- 
sary’s departments; and it is an invidious distine- 
tion to do otherwise. 

Mr. WILKINSON. 1 am ia favor of doing 
things directly. I do not like to cover up my acts 
or my votes here by any phraseology which is 
not clearand plain, and understood by every man 
who may read a bill for which I vote. If the 
Senate wishes to give these officers ¢1,000, $1,500, 
$2,000, $3,000, or $5,000 a year, why not say so? 
{am opposed to giving them the emoluments of 


_acolonel of cavalry, when there is scarcely a man 


in the United States who knows what those emol- 
umentsare. I hope that the section will be stricken 
out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crarg in 
the chair.) The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Minnesota to strike out the fifth see- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. POMEROY called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas’ 26, nays 13; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Anthony, Arnold, Chandler, Clark, Col- 
| Jamer, Davis, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Hale 

Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Kennedy, Lane of 
| Kansas, Powell, Rice, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, ‘Turpie, Wade, 

Wall, Wilkinson, and Wilson of Missouri—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Cowan, Dixon, Foe 
| ter, Harding, King, Latham, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, 
Sumner, and Wilson of Massachusetts—1 3. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN. I now move to amend the first 
section of the bill by inserting the words “ sick 
and wounded’? before the word “‘ soldiers’’ in the 
third line; by adding the word “ when”’ at the end 
of the third line; by striking out, in the fourth line, 
the words * at thirty cents per ration,’ and insert- 
ing ** estimated at an amount twenty-five per cent. 


| above the contract price at the post where the hos- 


I remember that Major Sibley, in the quartermas- | 
| ter’s department, was made a colonel; and so with || 


intend to be fair to every branch of the service, || 


ment in this regard, and allow promotion to the | 


| pital is located, when this amount may be found 
necessary for the comfort of patients.” 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us vote on the amend- 
ments separately. 

Mr. HARLAN. My first amendment is to in- 
sert, after the words “ rations of’? and before the 
word ‘ soldiers,’’ in the third line of the first sce- 

| tion, the words ** sick and wounded.”’ 

Mr. KING. I suggest to the Senator from Iowa 
whether it is not better to have adefinite sum fixed. 
| am willing to fix it at thirty cents aration. | 
prefer that a regular rate should be fixed for the 
commutation of the rations of the soldiers in the 
| hospitals. Then, if the soldier does not need it, 
the money undrawn will go back to the Treasury. 
But by the amendment of the Senator from lowa 
you impose a condition which makes it necessary 
for somebody to ascertain whether a certain rate 
shail be allowed or not. 1 think it better to fixa 
figure, name the amount to be drawn, and let them 
draw that without a previous ascertainment and 
estimate by anybody. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, the remarks 


| of the Senator from New York are not trictly 


|| to discriminate against any of these departments | 
Formerly, in time of peace, the | 


||}a year. We are working now under an estimate | 
‘| of $12,000,000 for that department, and yet we | 
have not given them cither additional clerical force | 


have done in the other departments of the service. l 


other departments pay men $1,200 or $1,400 or || 
$1,600 a year. They are obliged to economize in | 


Citi- | 
zen surgeons, not only to do clerical work, but to | 


I do not believe there will be any extraordinary | 


| applicable to this part of the amendment: 

Mr. KING. I referred to that part of the 
amendment requiring an estimate of the amount 
of rations. 

Mr. HARLAN. In reply to his remark, how- 
ever, I will say that I have been informed at the 
Department that the contract for rations at some 
of the military posts of the Government is more 
than thirty cents. The price of a ration varies. 
The commissary stores are usually bought after 
advertisement in open market, from the lowest 
| bidder; so that at Washington city the contract 
price is eighteen cents. I think some Senator re- 
marked this morning that in New Mexico it is 
thirty-one cents, and at other posts it varies. In- 
creasing the amount to be paid tothe fund of the 
hospital twenty-five or thirty per cent. will enable 
the superintendent of the hospital to procure the 
proportional increase of rations for the sick at 
each, on principles strictly equitable. To fix the 
cost at thirty cents, for example, would diminish 
the ration for the sick in New Mexico below the 
cost of the ration for the well soldier; while here 
it would increase it sixty-six per cent., and per- 
haps at other posts would double it. I propose to 
insert the words, *‘ sick and wounded,’’ so us to 
exclude those from this increase who are not sick 
or wounded, who are acting as nurses and in other 
capacities in the hospitals, who draw their rauone 
‘| in kind. And at all times the rations are not com- 
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juted for the immates of hospitals. 
found possible by the superintending offi- 
cers at a hospital to commute the rations. They 
are compelled sometimes to draw them in kind. 


itis not al- 
ways 


f am informed by the chairman of the Military 
Committee that they very frequently do draw in 
kind. I know this to be true at the hospitals con- 
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nected with the armies in the field. Our wounded | 


and sick men are frequently compelled to live on || 


the hard bread avd salt meat that is furnished for 
the well men in the ranks, because the officers find 

ibsolutely impossible to procure anything else. 
And as my attention has been drawn to this fext- 
ure of the subject, | will now state what I in- 
tended to remark when a resolution was pending 
that was offered by the Senator from New Jer- 
sey. 7 
Much that is said of the sufferings of our troops, 
siek and well, | think reflects unjustly on our offi- 
For the parpose of correcting evils that 

our hospitals in the field, kind-hearted 
gentlemen and ladies always represent them as 
strongly as the facts will justify for the purpose 
f necessary attention to their 
correction or removal. Now, 1 might illustrate 
what I mean by referring to the convalescent camp 


cers 


ex t at 


of elictliing 


secure 


across the river, mentioned by the Senator from 
New Jersey, which I have visited in person. | 
know the facts have existed there that were men- 
tioned by the Senator last evening. Convalescent 
soldiers have been put into tents there without 
blankets, without beds, and without necessary 
clothing. Atthe time | last visited that canip, ther: 
were about mnvalescent sol- 
diers in it. Perhaps ninety-nine in every hundred 
of them were living more comfortably than the 
wejorily of them live at home, and yet there were 
some who were without overcoats, and without 

lankets, and without beds of any kind. Buton 


iaquiring of the proper officer for the cause, I as- 


emzhtecu thousand ec 


eertained that these destitute men had come there | 


ov that very day, or the day preceding, without 
previous notice, so thatit was not yet possible 
for them to draw the neccessary supplies from the 
proper department. Bat they were not suffering 
on account of thisdestituuon. Although they had 
no overcoats that belonged to them in person, and 
no blankets, they were using blankets borrowed 
from other soldiers who had more than enough. 


It was said, yesterday, that they were compelled 


to sleep on brush. Mr. President, this may ap- 
pear to those who have never lived in the open air 
like a great cruelty. But, Mr. President, | have 
lived, for months together, in the open field, not 
as a soldier, but in a situation where | lad to 
provide for myself and my associates, far beyond 
the setdementsa, have had some experience on 
this subject, and | will say tu the Senator from 
New Jersey that | would very much prefer to 


sleep on a bed of brush than a ‘bed of boards. It | 


ig very far from being an uncomfortable bed, if 
raen know how to make it. 


Soft brush, covered | 
with straw or blankets, makes an excellentcouch, |; 


far mone comfortable than we always find in ery | 


hoteles and on which men may repose more 
pleasantly than a nmjority of usat home, as com- 
fortably us many of us do in our own dwellings. 
Some are doubtless not properly provided for, 
and suffer great hardships. These cases are com- 
parauively few, and are temporary, and are gen- 
erally corrected as speedily as circumstances will 
permet, 


li is the recitation of these extreme cases which |! 


I think does the service a great damage in the | 


country. Benevolent gentlemen and ladies, with- 


outa knowledge of all the facts and circumstances, | 


rhed tears over the sufferings of our soldiers, 
and reeite them io their neighbors, and create im- 
pressions which do great injustice to the officers 
in charge. 
suffering in that encampment. 
there has been; Luc it has been of this exceptional 
character. Men have been sent there from bat- 


lt is said that there has been much | 
| have no doubt || 


tle-fields who have lost their clothing and blankets , 


during the engagement, or threw them away in 
flight. 
the officers have been able lo draw sutiable cloth- 
ing and blankets from the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, they Lave been compelled to borrow or 
sleep with their brother soldiers; and im tenis that 
have not been provided with board flooring, they 
heave cut boughs or branches of trees, and in this 
way provided for themselves what was, in fact, 
avery comfartubls place to clog. 


Pov the first day er the first night, before | 


Iu that encampment, when I visited it, I fave 
found numbers of our Government teams—four 
and six horse teams, mule teams—constantly em- 
ployed in hauling wood to the doors of the tents 
occupied by these men. Besides this, the en- 
campment i#fn the timber; they amgsgurrounded 
with groves. “Ngw, | Ganpot be made to believe 
that convalescent men—for these are not sick men, 
they are men who are able to take care of them- 
selves—will be likely to suffer much for the want 
| of stoves, when they can have wood for the cut- 
ting, and are surrounded by timber. There are 
cases of suffering, and very frequently these cases 


of suffering arise on account of the prodigality of || 


the soldiers themselves. It is much more pleas- 
ant to praise our brave troops in the field than to 
speak of their faults; but we find men in civil life 
that have faults, and some of these men unfor- 
tunately find their way to the Army. There are 
soldiers who, for a glass of grog, will sell their 
blankets or coats, and then come to the agent ofa 
sanitary commission or a State agency and make 
most piteous appeals for assistance on account of 
their destitation. Why, sir, it is known to those 
who have investigated this subject personally, 
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| their services are needed. This was true at the 
| scene of the last battle near Fredericksburg, | 
have been informed by physicians who aided in 
dressing the wounds and caring for the disabled 
men after that battle, that many hundreds of them 
were brought acress the river and placed on the 
| ground in the open air, where many of them re- 
| mained more than twenty-four hours before they 
| could possibly receive the slightest aid. Ail of 
the few surgeons who could be spared from the 
wounded still on the other side of the river worked 
at the amputation tables until they sank with ex- 
haustion, before necessary surgical aid could reach 
| them from this city and the city of Philadelphia. 
| The few surgeons present were compelled to go 
| Over the long rows of wounded men and call out 
| such as they thought might certainly be saved by 
surgical aid, and to totally neglect hundreds of 
the doubtful and desperate cases that might pos- 
sibly have been saved if necessary medical aid 
| had been afforded in time. 
| Now, the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs proposes to add to the regular Army 


|| and to the volunteer armies an increased number 


that they often sell their munitions; that they | 


carry their cartridges to traders and sell them for 
spirits, tobacco, or other little luxuries they may 
desire, Not unfrequently these men have de- 
serted from the Army, and have been arrested here 
at the depot and have been sent to the convales- 
cent encampment to await the necessary means of 
transportation to theirregiments, Forthe purpose 


+ 


ofeluding the vigilance of the proper officers of the | 


Government, they throw away their blankets and | 


their overcoats, swap off all their military garb, 
and secure citizens’ dress of a far inferior charaec- 
ter, and of course suffer during severe weather if 
arrested and returned; and persons visiting this 


encampmentand seeing these parties thus improp- | 


erly clad, are melted into tears on account of their 
sulferings, when it has all been brought about by 
their own folly, prodigality, or crime, for which, 
if the Articles of War were rigorously enforced, 
they would be shot. A careful examination of 


of surgeons permanently, that they may be with 
the Army, that they may be on hand at the time 
their services are needed. It will necessarily in- 
volvea very large expenditure of money; but then 
it will be an expenditure in the right direction. 
Nothing, in my opinion, could justify the defeat of 
_ this necessary measure; aud nothing would stimu- 
late our brave troops to fight gallantly on every 
battle-field more than the assurance that if casu- 
Sulties should ocear they would certainly receive 

prompt attention to assuage suffering, and when 
| possible, to preserve life; that they would not be 
| required, if wounded, to lie for days before they 
could receive the aid and attention which they 
would need. 

I shall therefore vote for the bill when it shall 
have been amended go as to secure the perfection 
which doubtless every Senator desires. [| think 
| the amendment which L have proposed is right as 


| it stands. I shall not, however, strenuously ob- 


these cases of suffering will establish the fact that | 


officers of the Army, medical and otherwise, are 
not the inhuman characters we might be induced 
to believe from some remarks which have been 
dropped even in the Senate. 


There are bad and | 


incompetent officers, doubtless, at many of these | 


, hospitals, but [ believe a large majority of them 
do the very best it is possible for Christian, bu- 
mane gentlemen to do under the circumstances by 

| which they are surrounded. The physicians in 
charge of the hospitals connected with the armics 
in the field, of course are not always able to pro- 
vide the necessaries for the sick and wounded 
men, ndy are the commissaries always able to do 

80 for the well men. The casualties of war ne- 


that the troops, when they enter the service, do it 


| which they may be called upon occasionally to 
suffer. They expect it, and endure it withouta 
_ murmur when they know it cannot be remedied. 
| I have reason to believe, and do believe, that there 
| 18 far less complaining among the soldiers them- 
| selves in the field than by friends at home. I 
| think that this inerease of the price of rations as 
| proposed by the bill, when commuted, is proper 
and ought to be made, but I think it should be 
' done on the principle on which the ration itself 
has been heretofore commuted—an increase on 
| the contract price. 


but let it be made in such a way as to recognize 
and establish the principle on which the sick men 
of the Army have hitherto been provided for, the 
wisdom of which experience has confirmed. 
Perhaps I shall save time by saying now what 
| Lintend to say in relation to the remaining sec- 
tions of the bill. It is said that we are now em- 
ploying about fifteen hundred physicians by con- 
tract that have.not been mustered regularly into 
the service of the United States. This bill pro- 
pane to employ a less number een: It 
as been inquired, why should this be done? 
Mr. President, I will respond. These contract 
| Surgeons are not with the Army. They are liv- 
ing at home, usually in the large cities, and are 
‘ 


ca 


ed into service after a great battle, It is fre- 


| quently impossible fer these physicians to reach 
| Ui8 ecéne of distress for two bY thres dayt aftr 


If twenty-five per cent. is not | 
enough, make it thirty per cent. or fifty percent., | 


cessarily prodace these difficulties; and | suppose | 


with a tolerable comprehension of the hardsleips | 


| 
practice inuring a man to such conditions of life, 


ject to the modification suggested by the Senator 
from New York, who has had more experience on 
this subject, and whose opinions, on account of 
superior knowledge, are entitled to greater respect. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. 1 merely wish to say on 
this collateral issue, in a very how words indeed, 
that I should exceedingly rejoice to find that the 
suggestions made by me yesterday in relation to 
the condition of the so-called convalescent camp 
or hospital were all exaggerations, even at the risk 
of being regarded as having made use of hasty 
|| expressions and having exhibited too much sym- 
pathy for manhood on that oceasion; for nothing 
would rejoice me more than to know that all our 
volunteer troops engaged in the cause in which 
they are now engaged, are taken care of, and their 
comfort fully and properly,seen to. Yet, sir, if 
those remarks shall lead to an investigation and 
to an inquiry, or can have the slightest effect to 
that end, I shall deem that I have been performing 
my duty to at least a very large number of troops 
who have been sent to that camp, under the name 
of convalescents, from the State which I have the 
honor, in part,to represent, If I have not been 
misinformed by persons in whom I place the very 
highest credit, instead of those cases to which | 
have alluded being isolated ones, large numbers, 
even amounting to scores, have, within a recent 
veriod, occupied the deplorable position to which 
referred yesterday; but if such be not the fact, 
I shall be most agreeably disappointed and most 
highly gratified. I believe that within the last 
week, instead of only here and there a sick soldier 
being required to lie upon the brush, which the 
Senator from lowa seems to prefer to any other 
kind of bed, or to regard as being equal to any 
other, many men have been required to dv it— 
| men in a state of sickness, in a state of physical 
| debility, without having time to recuperate the 
system, without bed or bed clothing, with the 
thermometer below zero. If that be a kind of bed 
desirable for a sick soldier or for a man in health, 
it must be in consequence of some accustomed 


and not the ordinary state of the human system, 
or of men occupying the positions that our volun- 
teer soldiers do in this country. : 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I should 
like to ask the honorable Senator precisely what 


J anterstand mean. by this ¢yetenr. Dove 
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for the soldiers in convalescent camps? 


Mr. TEN EYCK. No, sir; lsuppose, however, | 


that this camp, which has been pamed Camp Con- 
valescent, but which ought to be called Camp Re- 
lapse, should have the kind consideration and care 
of the Government in all its departments and ap- 


ointments as Wellas any other camp orany other | 


pospital in the service or inthe country. It may 
be considered altogether amiss and aside from the 
matter in hand to discuss this subject; but 1 do 


not think so; and as [ trouble the Senate but sel- || 


dom on occasions of this kind, or any other, per- 
haps I may be pardoned for calling the attention of 
the Senate to this fact. This Camp Convalescent, 
composed of twenty or thirty thousand trvops, 
from time time, is not only made up from the sol- 


diers who are sent there wounded from the field 


of battle, but in a vast majority of cases of sol- 
diers who have been returned from the hospitals 


of the North and in this city; men who were re- | 


garded as in a state of convalescence, taken from 


warm, comfortable apartments, where they had | 


kind treatment and medical attendance of the 
highest character, and sent down to this great de- 
pot for the Army; and then, to my knowledge, as 
derived from the most highly respectable and re- 
sponsible soldiers, are sent into tents without fire, 
without clothing, and, as | have been informed, 
without proper medical care and attention. The 
consequence is, that men, instead of getting back 
to the Army, where it was supposed they were 
likely to get from this grand depot, are thrown 
back into a condition in which their last state is 
worse than the first. I know, sir, that more than 
one man from the town in which [ live has been 
rescued, I believe, from the very jaws of death 
by the pertinacious, persevering eflorts of his hu- 


mane friends and acquaintances, by getting him || 


removed from this Camp Convalescent to more 
comfortable quarters, and to other hospitals in the 
neighborhood. 

I hope that all that [ have said, based upon the 
information that I have derived on this subject, 
may prove to be untrue. I should rejoice as much 
as any other man if it should prove untrue. In 
order that injustice might be done to no one, In 
order that justice may be done to those who may 
have been unjustly accused, I took occasion this 
morning to introduce a resolution of inquiry, and 


had it referred to the Committee on Military Af- | 


fairs, of which the Senator from Massachusetts 
is chairman, in order that this whole matter may 


be fully looked into, and that if any responsibil- | 
ity attaches to any one it may attach to the per- | 


sons who should be held responsible. | am in- 
formed that Surgeon General Hammond has not 
the charge and control of this camp. If he has 
not, some one else has, or ought to have. | greathy 
fear sometimes that no one has the care that should 
be exercised over it. 


One word in relation to isolated cases. 1 have 


information that more than ninety soldiers from | 
my own State were in that camp on Sunday last, | 
without fires, without clothes, without beds, with- | 


out blankets even, furnished by the Government 
orany one else, and without the ability to borrow 
or furnish them themselves; that they had been 
there for a length of time; and, so far as 1 know, 
they are in that condition up to the present hour, 


with no bed clothes, no beds, and nothing but the | 


ordinary every-day apparel in which they came 
from the hospitals where they were sick. 

I apologize to the Senate for having taken up 
so much time on an issue somewhat collateral to 
the bill, but which I believe strikes at the very 
existence and continuance of the army of volun- 
teers of the United States. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I assure the 
Senator from New Jersey that, so far as the medi- 
cal department of the Army is concerned, that de- 
partment is not responsible for the organization 
of that camp. 

_ Mr. TEN EYCK. Ido not care who is respons- 
ible, so that we can get it corrected. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. That is a 
military camp, under military rules and regula- 
tions. There are surgeons there who have duties 
to perform. I do not mean to say that they are 
fully performed. From seventy to eighty thou- 
sand men have passed through that camp within 
the last six months. On the 10th of this month 
there were about five thousand there; eight hun- 
dred of them from my own State. 1 have visited 





I know something about 
I think the camp has been very badly man- 
aged; and the Surgeon General thinks so, too, 
| for he hadareport trom one of his inspectors, Col- 
i onel Vellum, who reported against it, and recom- 
mended that vertain acuou be taken to reform it, 
which action was referred to the Secretary of War. 
1 called tyson tb: Secretary of War with a copy 
of it, and he said that he would place it in the 
| hands of General Heintzelman, under whom this 
}eamp is. This camp, however, is not a hospital. 
|| It has no resemblance to a hospital, 
|| Mr. TEN EYCK. It has a hospital name. 
| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 


\| Yes, sir; 

|| just as a regiment has a hospital name; but it is 

| acamp where the men who have been away on 

furlough, who have been in the hospitals, and have 

been pronounced convalescent, go, in order to be 
transferred from there to their regiments. 

| Passing from that subject, | desire to say that 
I shall vote for the amendment proposed to the 

| bill by the Senator from Lowa. 

with the objections that have been urged against 

| it. Last evening I called upon General Keteham, 

| 

| 

| 


It will do away 


who had the last returns, made up a few weeks | 


| ago, from all the various sections of the country, | 


| of the value of the ration. In this city it was 
18 cents; in New York, 18 cents; in Boston, 165 
cents; In Tennessee, 145 cents; but generally it 
was 16, 17, 18, and 19 cents. 
posts it was higher. 
cents, and in Washington Territory 22) cents. 
That is the contract price of the rat ion at those dif- 
ferent places. Here, in the city of Washington, 
the contract price at present is 18 cents. A few 
months ago it was less. The articles composing 
the ration have risen in value. The men are en- 
titled to the ration, cost what it will; but the actual 
absolute cost in this city is 18 cents. If it is all 
drawn, then there is no money for a hospital fund. 
If anything remains, the absolute value of it is 
paid over to the hospital fund, 
poses to add twenty-five per cent. to the value of 
the ration, If the value of the ration was 16 cents, 
then twenty-five per cent. would add four cents to 
it; and if there were a hundred men ina hospital 
who would be entitled to a hundred rations, it 
would amount to twenty instead of sixteen dollars. 
The Senator has guarded it, by adding ‘*if it is 
needed for the comfort of the patients,’’ If this 
diet table prepared by the Surgeon General is car- 
ried out, it will cost more than this twenty-five 
per cent. increase; but that diet table may be mod- 
ified, and probably this increase of twenty-five per 
cent, will meet all the expenses that are necessary 
to be made. I shall support the amendment. 
Mr. RICE. [| do not see that that diet table 
amounts to anything more than other documents 
| we have had sent in here. 
| table, they must necessarily have ascertained the 


cost of each article in order to give the sum total, 
and why could they not have sent that to us? 
They give the quantity of bread, ond of rice, &c., 
per day, for the sick in a certain condition, but 
they do not give the quantity of brandies and 
| wines, and other things; nor do they give the 
| price of anytifing. 
| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. That is not 
the price of the ration. 
Mr. RICE. They are in that diettable. I can 
form no betier judgment from it than | could from 
}a blank piece of paper. Why did they not give 
us the figures which they must bave had them- 
selves? 
show what those articles must have costa day? 
They did not do it, 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If the Sen- 


ator will allow me toexplain that matter, this diet 


1 

| 

| what it would cost. It was made up by the Sar- 
|| geon General, and sent, not to all the hospitals, 

| but to a certain number of hospitals, to make an 

| experiment upon. 

| 

' 


Ir. RICE. What have we gotto do with it here? 


iment was tried of living up to that table. 
found that the men in the hospitals improved a 
great deal more under it than under the present ra- 
tion; but it was also found in every instance that 
| the cost of the ration in those hospitals was much 
|| increased, It was tried as an experiment for one 
month, 


Mr. RICE. They have sent nothing here to 


| show it. . 


The Senator pro- 


Why did they not send those in to us, to | 


table was not prepared to send here to show us | 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The exper- | 


In the far western || 
ln New Mexico it was 31 | 


— — suisicboncmntichineed 
he suppose thatthe Government must furnish beds the camp repeatedly, and 


includes the sick and wounded in camp. 








ee 
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Mr. WILSON, of Masaachusetis. That is the 
statement of the Surgeon General. 

Mr. RICE. In veling money we should have 
the figures. 

I did not rise, however, with a view of discuss- 
ing that question, but for the purpos® of offering 
a substitute for the amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Lowa, if he will give me his atten- 
tion a moment. The substitute | have prepared 


1 will 
ask to have it read at the desk, 

Mr. HARLAN, I shall have no objection cer- 
tainly to the object of the Senator, 

Mr. RICE. The amount does not correspond 
to that of the Senator’s amendment; but | have 
nothing to say on that point. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Minnesota offers the following as an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senator from Lowa: 


That there shall be added to exch commuted ration of sick 


and wounded soldiers in the hospitals and in camps, ten 
cents, 


Mr. RICE. It will be seen that | add the in- 
crease to the ration; but that Lam not particular 
about. My amendment also includes the sick in 
camp as well as in the hospitals, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. You cannot apply the 
same rules and system to the camps that you do 
to the hospitals. 

Mr. HARLAN. I suppose the word ‘ hos- 
pital’? includes all the cases that could possibly 
be reached, They have what they call * camp 
hospitals’? in the field. 

Mr. GRIMES. It seems to me that it would 


, be well for us to go back and see exactly where 
‘| we stand, and what itis that is proposed to be 


In making out that || 


It was || 


done. The chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs appears before us with this bill and 


| with this diet table, which he says he is anxious 


to have adopted in the hospitals of the Army of 
the United States. Upon an examination of this 
diet table, it will be found, L think, that there i 


| nota single article included in the dict table proper 


| ration to-day, 











| 


| 
| 


—lam not speaking of the extra diets—except the 
single article of poultry, thatis notincluded tn the 
Then, there is hardly an article 
included in the extra diets and drinks that is not 
included in the fourteenth section of the act passed 
by Congress, approved August 3, 1861,and which 
the Secretary of War has an unlimited authority 
to grant to any of these hospitals to any extent 
that he chooses. I will read that section of the 
law: 

‘That there may be allowed in hospitals, to be provided 
under such rules as the Surgeon Geueral of the Army, with 
the approval of the Secretary of War, may prescribe, such 
quantities of fresh or preserved fruits, milk, butter, and 
eggs, as may be necessary for the proper diet of the sick.” 

So far as the articles enumerated in that section 
are concerned, the Surgeon General has unlimited 
authority to grant them to any hospital or toany 
soldiers, under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of War. If the Sena- 
tor desires to include sume other articles than those 
enumerated in this section, if the Surgeon Gen- 
eral believes that the health of the soldiers will be 
promoted by extending this law, why does not the 


| Senator from Massachusetts propose to extend 
| that law? 
| way, when he is assured, and we are all assured, 
| that under the law as it now stands the grosseet 


Why reach the object in this indirect 


corruption has been practiced? This law affords 
no checks and no guards against the continuance 
of those corrupt practices, but will allow them to 
be continued, only ina multiplied and to an aggra- 
vatedextent. ‘Therefore | ask, if the Senator de- 
sires to accomplish this object—and itis a laud- 
able one; and | am willing to vote with him to 
extend the law in that respeet—why does he not 
enlarge the scope of the fourteenth section of the 
act of 1861, and allow the Surgeon General, under 
the direction of the Secretary of War, to include 
these articles in that way? tn that mode we shall 
know what we are voting for. But as it now is, 
lam assured by as high authority as the Senator 
from Massachusetis has quoted—I do not choose 
to mention the gentleman’s name; but he is an 
officer high in rank, occupying @ very responsi- 
ble position, and I think one of the most intelli- 
gent men that I have met about Washington—that 
this bill, if it passes, will entail upon the Treas- 
ury between three and four million dollars addi- 
tional expense, and thatit will be virtually frittered 


away. 
Me SHERMAN. Three million nine hundred 
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and forty-two thousand dollars ina single tem, 
even according to the present ration at eighteen 
That is a matter of computation; but if 
the ration is increased it will make over four mil- 
lions. 


Mr. GRIMES. The gentleman to whom I have 


a RN 





cen, 


referred is connected with the Army. I think he 
has looked into this subject as thoroughly as the 
gentleman to whom the Senator from Massachu- 
setts has referred, and his computation is some- 
what similar—f cannot remember the exact fig- 
ures—to that which has been just stated by the 
Senator from Objo. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. That is cor- 
rect. Jt will cost about that amount. 

Mr. GRIMES. What are the regulations of 
the Department now? I have in my handa cireu- 
lar issued by the Commissary General of Sub- 
sistence, by which it appears that the commis- 
sary who attends to a hospital is authorized to 
purchase, on the requisition of the medical officer 
harge, to any amount not exceeding the hos- 
pital credit at the time, certain delicacies of food 
needed for the proper diet of the sick, such as 
chickens, eggs, &c., not furnished for use as part 


‘ 


of a ration; and certain articles required for use 


mc 


m hospitals, such as knives, forks, spoons, &c., | 


but not provided for by any of the military de- 
partments of the service. Now, what isthe prac- 
tice under that rule which | have just read? Why, 
sir, | have before me various vouchers that have 
come from the hospitals in this city in which itis 
shown tht these surgeons purchase to any ex- 
tent that they choose just such articles as they 
choose, which they believe will be of advantage 
to the patients under their charge—brown-stout, 
ale, porter, brandy, chickens, eggs, to a fubulous 
extent, and articles of that description, Notonly 
so, sir, but*these surgeons are in the habit of 
trenching, Ll apprehend, upon the authority of the 
quartermaster’s department. I hold in my hand 
a voucher zs eighty yards of cotton matting— 
a matter which belongs to the commissary de- 
partment or the quartermaster’s department; four 
end a half yards of drugget, mats, matting; and 
then for putting down the matting, $64 74, the 
whole amount of the bill being $438 98. These 
surgeons now furnish, under some authority— 
1 suppose they find it somewhere—exactly what 
they believe the hospitals need. If there be any 
necessity for any furtheraction, 1 ask the Senator 
from Massachusetts to let us vote upon something 
specific. Let him propose to enlarge the scope 
of the fourteenth section of the act of July, 1861, 
including in that whatever he wants, and then we 
shall know when we come to make an appropri- 
auion what properly belongs to the commissary 
department, what properly belongs to the Sur- 


geon General’s depariment, and what properly | 


belongs to the quartermaster’s department. Each 
one will act in his own sphere; each one will be 


held responsible for his own conduct; and I think | 


the harmony of the departments will be better 
preserved than by any attempt at legislation such 
as ix here sought to be accomplished. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on the amendment to the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Senator from Minnesota 
consents to a different modification of my amend- 
ment, which I request the Secretary to read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, in section 
one, line four, to strike out the words “* commuted 
at thirty cents per ration,’ and to msert: 

When commuted, estimated at an amount twenty-five 
per cent. above the contract price at the post where any 
\ 


oepital may be located, when this amount may be found 
necessary for the contort of the patients. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Minnesota proposes to amend the amend- 
ment by adding, after the word * hospital,’’ the 
words “and camp.” 

Mr. HARLAN. Lagree to the amendment. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. You can- 
not carry that out. 

Mr. HARLAN. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs says we cannot carry 
out that provision. I was of a different impres- 
sion; but if he says so, I will not consent to adopt 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the amendment to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


The question | 
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| recurs on the amendment proposed by the Sen- || have been recommended by him; and I think we 


ator from Lowa. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. 


: 
] have an amendment tothe | 


second section of the bill, which has been pre- | 
pared not by myself, but by those who have in | 


charge the interests of this department. 
not increase any officers; it does not increase any 
pay or give additional rank. It simply system- 


| atizes and reduces to a system similar to that in 


Great Britain, the different branches of the med- || 


ical department of the Army. The amendment 


vas prepared in the Surgeon Gencral’s Office, has | 
been thoroughly discussed there, meets their en- | 


tire approval, and calls for no extra expense. It 


is In section two, to strike out the words, ** that | 


there shall be added to the present medical corps 
of the Army one Assistant Surgeon General, two 
medical inspectors general,’’ and to insert: 

That the Surgeon General shall, immediately after the 
passage of this act, select, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of War, three medical officers of the regular 
Army or volunteer forees, who shall be assigned to duty in 
the Surgeon General’s Office as chiefs of the medical, sani- 
tary, and statistical branches of the medical department, and 
who shail have, under the direction of the Surgeon General, 
the control of all matters appertaining to those branches, 
and who shall, with that officer, constitute a council of ad- 
vice upon all matters which may be referred to them by the 


It does | 





Surgeon General; and in all cases in which the Surgeon | 


General shall deem it best to act contrary to the advice of 
the conneil, he shall state his reasons therefor in writing, 
so that the same may be a matter of permanent record ; and 
the said chiefs of branches shall have, while acting as such, 


| the rank, pay, and emoinmeuts cach of a colonel of caval- 


rv, and shall rank in the medical departinent next to the 
Surgeon General. k 
Ind be it further enacted, That the several subjects of 


the medical administration of the Army shall be apportioned | 


between the medical, the sanitary, and the statistical 
branches of the Surgeon General’s Office and the respective 
chiefs of these branches as soon as possible atter the pas- 
sage of this act, such apportionment to be subject to the 
approval of tie Seeretary of War; and that there shall be 
added to the present medical corps of the Army. 

Mr. FESSENDEQ. How does that come in 
in the second section? 

Mr. POMEROY. Theamendmentis to strike 
out the words, ** that there shall be added to the 
present medical corps of the Army one Assistant 
Surgeon General, two medical inspectors gen- 
eral,’’ and to appotnt the three officers named in 
the amendment; and then the balance of the sec- 
tion comes in, ** iwenty surgeons and forty assist- 
ant surgeons,’’ &c., just as the bill is printed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If this amendment is seri- 


| ously to be acted on, it ought to be printed, and 


| we must take time to look at it. 
| to comprehend it now. 


lt is impossible 
It is an entire new plan 
for the reorganization of the office of the Surgeon 


| General, which has never been before the coim- 
| mittee. 


Mr. POMEROY. The chairman of the com- 
mittee has considered it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But it ought to be con- 
sidered by the whole committee, in the first piace; 
and we ought to have an opportunity to look atit. 

Now, Mr. President, allow me to say that our 


| confusion and difficulty here avise from this fact: 


——— 


that every head of a bureau—I will not say every 
one, but most of them—undertake to come di- 
rectly to Congress with their recofmmendations, 
and deal with the committees and with individual 
members. If there is any plan for reorganization, 
or for any increase of force or pay in any of these 
Departments it should come through the head of 
the Department, the Secretary. 1 am told thata 
high officer was complaining to-day of this very 
thing, Which makes contusion in the offices, and 
tends to create insubordination. One of the ideas 
in this very plan is that the Surgeon General is 
to designate officers to be appointed, with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of War, going out of the 
ordinary course of proceeding, which is that these 
officers shall be appointed by the President of the 
United States. | object to these heads of bureaus 
and offices undertaking to come here with their 
recommendations to individual members, or toa 
committee, and creating all this difficulty. I have 
only to say, if Il was at the head of a Department, 
and any officer of a bureau under me should at- 
tempt to deal with Congress in this way, | should 
administer a lesson to him which he would not be 
likely to forget if he held his office. It creates 
confusion, tends to promote insubordination, and 
is a bad thing in the whole. 

All this matter with reference to the Surgeon 
General ’s Office, and the changes in it, should have 
conte to us from the Secretary of War, and should 


a 





are doing very wrong when we take a different 
course here or encourage it. It makes confusion. 
We do not know whether this is approved by the 
Secretary; we do not kuow whether he asks for it. 
It is under his control; it is one of the bureaus in 
his Department; and yet we do not know what 
his opinions are on say of these projects: either 
the increase of the number of officers, the zara cf 
officers, the pay of officers, or anything of the kind. 
I object to the whole proceeding, and shall con- 


| tinue to object, whether it comes from this office 


or any other. 

Mr. POMEROY. I presume that the manner of 
appointing these officers is not a material thing. 
The only question to be submitted is, whether we 
will organize the medical department of the Army 
under thissystem. Itis of no moment to the Sur- 
geon General or to anybody else whether these 
officers are appointed by the Secretary of War 
or by the President. The principal thing in the 
amendment is for the Senate to consider whether 


| they will systematize and organize this bureau in 


the manner preseribed in this proposition. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator will allow 
me to say that the manner of the appointment of 
these officers is material. It proposes to take that 
power out of the hands of the regular appointing 
officers and to put it into the hands of the Surgeon 
General. It seems to be a proposition to allow 


| him to organize his own office independent of those 


above him—a matter that should be rebuked at 
once and without hesitation. 

Mr. POMEROY. Nothing of that kind was 
intended, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not say whether it 
was intended or not; but it looks that way, and 
it is that. 

Mr. POMEROY. We have been in the habit 
of acting that way with the quartermaster’s de- 
partment and others, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir; the Quartermas- 
ter General has sent nothing here that was not 
mentioned in the report of the Department, and 
to which attention was not called in the report. 

Mr. POMEROY. | was speaking of what was 
done last session when we increased the pay of 
the clerks in his department. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. If my colleague will 
allow me, I should like to make a suggestion to 
the Senator from Maine. If he will examine the 
bill reorganizing the quartermaster’s bureau, he 
will find that it looks to giving the appointment 
of the clerks to the quartermaster, the head of the 
bureau, in the very face of the Constitution of the 
United States,as 1 have read it. lam very glad, 
sir, that the Senator from Maine has called the 
attention of the Senate to this evil of heads of 
bureaus coming to Congress instead of the heads 
of Departments. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Whatdo[ 
understand the Senator to say? 1 wish the Sen- 
ator would make his statement again. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I stated that the bill 
under discussion the other day looking to the reor- 
ganization of the quartermaster’s bureau,although 
tt does not clearly give the appointing power to the 
head of that bureau, yet it looks in that direction 
throughout. It does not in any part of it give the 


| power of appointment to the Secretary of War or 


to the President of the United States, but seems to 
look to the appointing power in the bureau. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator will allow 
me to say there is no constitutional objection, be- 
cause the Constitution expressly provides that the 
appointment of inferior officers may be vested in 
the heads of Departments. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. ‘* Heads of Depart- 
ments or in the courts of law.” 

Mr. COLLAMER. Not the head ofa bureau. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator is right 
about that. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The bill I refer to 
looked in the direction of giving to the head of a 
bureau the appointment of one or two hundred 
clerks. 

Mr. POMEROY. I hope this amendment, if 
it meets with the approval of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, will be adopted. If it does avt, 
I will not press it. f 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think the 
Senator had better not press that amendment. I 
do not think it will be sustained by the Senate, 


and it is taking up precious time 
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Mr. POMEROY. If it is not sustained by the 
Military Committee, | will not press it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator from Kansas withdraw the amendment? 

Mr. POMEROY. I shall, if it is not sustained 
by the Military Committee. I understood they 
were in favor of it. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. It has never 


been before the Committee on Military Affairs. | 


It was placed in my hands, but I felt that we 
could not carry it here if we undertook to put it 
on the bill, and I did not make the motion. 

Mr. POMEROY. At the suggestion of the 
chairman, lt will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
second section of the bill, unless the Senator from 
Massachusetts can give me some reason for so 
large an increase of the medical force of the reg- 
viar Army. It will be noticed that these appoint- 
ments are for the regulars. The regular Army is 
very small. It is great, nominally; but it has 
continued to be small; and I have heard no com- 
plaint that there were not enough surgeons to 
perfurm the duty required of them in the regular 
Army. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The section 
proposed to be stricken out will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, ‘That there shall be 
added tothe present medical corps of the Army one Assistant 


Surgcon General, two medical inspectors general, twenty 
surgeons, aud forty assistant surgeons, to be promoted and 


appointed in accordance with the existing laws; also ten | 
niedical storekecepers, and as many medical cadets as the | 
Surgeon General may deem necessary for the public service. | 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I hope the 
Senator from Maine will not press that motion, 
so far, at any rate, as the twenty surgeons and 
forty assistant surgeons are concerned. If the 
Senator insists on striking out the one Assistant 
Surgeon General and the two medical inspectors, 
that is another thing. 
agement and direction of the office. The other 
portion of the section provides for the appoint- 
ment of twenty additional surgeons and forty as- 
sistantsurgeons. If we pass the bill, the assistant 
surgeons will be examined, and twenty of them 
will be promoted to be surgeons; and then we shall 
add what the law allows and what this bill pro- 
poses to the number of assistant surgeons. Sir, 
we wart surgeons. Nobody denies that. We 
are employing from fifteen hundred to sixteen 
hundred surgeons outside of the service. A por- 
tion of those surgeons are receiving $80 a month; 
another portion $100; and another portion $120 
or $130. ‘These surgeons have not been examined. 
It is trae they are under the direction of the Sur- 
geon General; but everybody admits that, other 
things being the same, they cannot be equal to 
surgeons in the service; and these men are only 
appointed during the existing rebellion. 

The assistant surgeons who have had two or 
three years’ experience, and who have been em- 
ployed in important positions, are certainly better 
qualified than new men, who would be hired und 
brought into the service as contract surgeons. 
Much of our difficulty, much that has brought 
dishonor and disgrace on the medical management 
of the Army, hus grown out of these contract 
surgeons. ‘The Surgeon Gencral has probably re- 
moved more of these contract surgeons for bad 
conduct than have been removed arfbdismissed in 
any other défartment of the Army; and there are 
others who tgeht to be dismissed. Some of them 
have discharggd soldiers and taken money for it. 
Of course, -w ver the cases were found out, 
they were at once dismissed. A case of that kind 
happened the other day at this convalescent camp. 

ow, sir, we want this medical knowledge; we 
want this medical force; and with this enormous 
army in the field, the addition here proposed is 
but a small one. They are not to be always em- 
ployed with theregulars. They are to be employed 
in hospitals, at the head of brigades, corps, and 
the grand divisions of the Army.- 

Mr. GRIMES. Where are you going to get 
these men from ? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We shall 
get the twenty surgeons who are to be appointed 

Y promoting twenty of the assistant surgeons, 
and then we shall add forty to the number of as- 
sistant surgeons. 

Mr. GRIMES. Where are you going to get 
them from? 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Those-we 


Does the Sen- | 


I move to strike out the | 


That relates to the man- | 
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Your hired 
surgeons do not do that. Your hired surgeons 
are notexamined bya medical board to ascertain 


| their skill in their profession. A medical board is 
| to examine all these men, and the men who are to 


be promoted are all to be examined. I am told 
that such was the quality of the men that came up 
for examination before the medical board sitting 
in this city, that they rejected every one they ex- 
amined for two weeks. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator will allow me to 
ask him what is the number of soldiers now in 
the regular Army of the United States? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I cannot tell 


| precisely the number; about twenty-five or thirty 


thousand. We are entitled to forty-seven thou- 
sand, but they have not been filled up. 

Mr.GRIMES. We can get surgeons at any 
time; but I will ask the Senator how many sur- 
geons and assistant surgeons are there now in the 
regular Army of the United States? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
counted them up. j 
Register. The Senator can count them up ina 
moment, 

Mr.GRIMES. I should like to know what will 


be the ratio, when this bill passes, of surgeons and 


I have not 


assistant surgeons in the regular Army as com- || 


pared with the number of privates in it. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Senator 


must know that it matters not about that ratio. | 


We want them not only for the regular Army, 
but forthe volunteers. In reality, if we could get 
to-day five or six hundred good surgeons, qual- 


ified for their places, it would be one of the great- | 


est blessings that could befall this country. We 
have not got them, and cannot get them. Weare 
short of surgeons, and above all we are short of 
good surgeons. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator has already stated 
what we ail know, that if we allow this increase 
to the regular surgeons, we have got to take them 
from civil life. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. For assist- 


ant surgeons. 


Mr. GRIMES. Now, I should like to know | 


how the service is going to be benefited by adding 
them tothe regular Army rather than taking them 
into the volunteer service. 


Mr. HALE. They will wear shoulder straps. | 
Mr. GRIMES. They will wear shoulder straps | 


in either event. I do not see, therefore, the dis- 
tinction that the Senator draws between surgeons 
in the regular Army and in the volunteers, unless 


it be (which, I fear, may be the case) that when | 
this war is over—which I trust will be shortly | 


—these men are to be retained in the regular 
Army, and that I wish to avoid. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Mr. Pres- 


ident, so fur as retaining these men in the regular | 


Army is concerned, that will depend on the will of 


Congress. Do not Senators suppose that we shall | 


have to reorganize this Army when the present 
war is Over? 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


The seventh section con- 


fines the appointment of these officers to the pres- | 


ent war. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
it does. 

Mr. GRIMES. Where is the advantage, then, 
in appointing them in the regulars instead of the 
volunteers? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
the Senator. 
many assistant surgeons, who passed through a 
regular examination prior to obtaining that posi- 
tion. 
in his hand a long list of them. He will find that 
those men have had experience in the service 
varying from five and six years down to a few 
months. If you take two men of perhaps equal 
talent and knowledge, of course the one who had 


Certainly 


I will tell 


the advantage of two or three years’ experience | 


would be preferred. We propose to take twenty 
of those men, reéxamine them as the law requires, 
and make them surgeons. Then we propose to 
go to the country and select forty, who shall pass 
an examination, to be added to the list of assist- 
ant surgeons. 


tinue only during the war. Of course the men 


who have been connected with the Army as as- | 
sistant surgeons will have more experience than | 
{ 


those who have not been in the service at all. 


OBE: 


| shall pick up in the country. They will have to 
| come before an examining board. 


They are here in the Army | 


We now have in the Army a great | 


The Senator will find in the book he holds | 


These appointments are to con- | 
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Then the sixth section of the bill adds fifty sur- 
geons and two hundred and fifty assistant sur- 
geons, during the war, to the volunteer forces, 
Let me say to Senators it is a great deal better 
to have surgeons regularly appointed than to have 
contract surgeons. The opinion of those who are 
acquainted with the matter is unanimous on that 

| point. There is no danger of our employing too 
many surgeons. We need them, and have got 
to employ them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator has re- 
peatedly said that all there is of this matter in the 
| second and third sections—for I see now that one 
is necessarily dependent upon the other—is this: 
to raise twenty assistant surgeons, who have not 
served the regular time to become surgeons, to 
the rank of surgeons. That is the whole object, 
| aim, and end of those two sections. 
| Mr.COLLAMER,. To brevet them. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, no; to make them 
| regular surgeons. The law as it now stands re-. 
| quires that an assistant surgeon, before he be- 
comes a surgeon—for when he goes intothe Army 
he goes into it for life—shall serve for five years 
ar assistant. 

‘Mr. POMEROY. Ifthe Senator will allow me, 
| there are but six assistant surgeons who have 
been five years in the service, so that they can be 
promoted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know how 
many there are ; but there are twenty to be pro- 
moted at any rate. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
Register. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There are twenty to be 
promoted, and I take the word of the Senator from 
Massachusetts for it. 

Now, it is found by these gentlemen that they 
do not get along quite fast enough. They were 
well contented to go iato the Army, to enter un- 
der the law as it stood, to be made assistant sur- 
geons, and to serve five years,and then become 
surgeons; but at the office it is found a very con- 
venient way of cutting all that short by saying the 
regular Army shall be increased, and therefore the 
natural way of increasing it is, in the first place, 
| to make the assistant surgeons who have not 
served five years surgeons, and then the rest will 
|| come on in order. [want the Senator to tell me, 
if these men are to hold during the war, why is it 
not just as well to put the whole body into the 
viak section and say that the volunteer force shall 
be increased by that number? 
just as good men? 
practice ? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think not. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why not? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Ido not 
wish to interrupt the Senator, but the point is this: 
You have this large list of assistant surgeons, men 
who have been thoroughly examined, who have 
been in the service, some of them for years, and 
some for months. It is presumed that those men 
by this time have some fitness for their places, 
and that it is best to make a certain number of 
them surgeons. Thatis the reason why you want 
to promote them. | do not wish to promote them 
because’ they desire promotion _1 want to pro- 
mote them because I believe in that way we can 
get twenty good surgeons, better than we shall 
| get in the country. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well. The honor- 
|| able Senator goes on the idea that we are to lose 
|| their services if we do not make them surgeons. 

Mr. WILSON. They are only assistant sur- 
eons now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well; what is the 
| difference if assistant surgeons perform all the du- 
| ties that surgeons do? Sir, it is merely a ques- 
|| tionofrank. There is nothing a surgeon can do 
that an assistant surgeon cannot do, Cannot an 
assistant surgeon cut off a leg? Cannot he admin- 
ister a dose of medicine? Cannot he do every- 
thing else that a surgeon can do, if he knows how 
'| todo it as well? The Senator seems to take it for 
|| granted that unless you make him a surgeon he 
| will not be able to do it, and that as an assistant 

surgeon he has not as much skill, and does not 
|| know as much as if he was promoted to the rank 
| of surgeon. My friend will allow me to say that 
|| that is no argument at all. 

Why? 


There are fourteen on the 


Do you not get 
Have they not got the same 


| 





Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Because they are there 
in the service now. Will they be any better after 











‘ 
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you have made them surgeons? 
their services if we do not make them surgeons? 


Shall we lose 


Do they want lo quit unless we do make them 
surgeons? If not, then we have got them as as- 
sistants without making them surgeous. Noth- 
lug therefore is lost by striking out these two sec- 
We have the same off performing the 
saine Mities The only difference ix thatit is pro- 
posed here to change the rule requiring five years’ 


tions. 


service before the assistant surgeons shall be pro- | 


moted to be surgeons. 
from beginning to end. It is not pretended that 
we shal! lose aman by notdoing this, They were 


giad to get into the service, which gives them | 


places for life, and would be unwilling to go out 


of it. They stay there, and they will learn just | 


as much with a shoulder strap of one kind on as | 


another. They can perform their duty just as 
well; cut off a leg or administer a dose of medi- 
cine just os well with one shoulder strap as an- 
other; and, us a friend suggests, kill a man quite 
as scientifically, ‘There is nothing in the world 
in these sections except simply to repeal the reg- 


————— rr 








they have this experience. 


| and itis proposed that we shall take some of them 


We want to give 
them the authority and command of a surgeon 
wherever they may go. You may take the most 
skillful and experienced of our assistant surgeons, 


from these assistant surgeons. 


| the oldest man on the list, who has not been there 


That is the whole of it, || 


ulation requiring them to serve five years before |} 


they shall attain the rank of surgeon Why is 
not that reasonable? Itis just as reasonable now 
as ilever wus. 
change it? Why does he want to shorten the 


term? If he were to tell me that they were very 


Why does the Senator want to | 


skillful and scientific men, and would resign if | 


we did not make them surgeons before the five 
years were out, that would be another thing; but 
if we are to bave their service as assistant sur- 


ernment, and were glad to make it, why not keep 
them just as they are? Those sections are, as the 
Senator says, intended for nothing else but for the 
sole and Simple purpose of raising the assistant 
surgeons tothe rank of surgeons before they have 
served five years; and the quesuon may as well 
be presented-in that way. 

There is one part of this bill that I am in favor 
of, because | think with the Senator we need it. 


J um in favor of the sixth section of the bill to || 


five years, a man who entered in 1859 or 13860, 
and who has had all this experience, and you may 
put him in a hospital, and he is under a new man 


who never saw a hospital before, but who may-| 


happen to be assigned to duty there as a burgeon. 
The assistant surgeon who has had experience is 


under the control and direction of that surgeon, || 


We want surgeons; 


The men who are putin command of the hospitals | 


from civil life have the same rank temporarily as 
those in the Army. A surgeon is a major; an 
assistant surgeon is simply a captain, 


There is another reason for this section, I think | 


that when we want more surgeons, the men who 


are assistant surgeons, who have had all the ex- | 


perience they could acquire in that position are | 
entitled to that promotion; and I think itis but fair | 


and justthat they should have it. The same rule 
should apply to them that applies to other officers 


of the Army; and when officers of a higher grade | 


are needed, we should take them from the rank 


| below, who have experience in the duties. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. According to the Sena- 
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Mr. RICE. That number has been more than 
doubled. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. You do not want the med- 
ical cadets for the regular Army. The clause in 
relation to them can be attached to the sixth sec- 
tion, which refers to the volunteers. 


Mr. POMEROY. All these officers are really 





| to be only volunteer officers, because they stay 


tor’s argument, if a man has entered the Army || 
and served for a year as lieutenant he is entitled 


to be a captain, According to his argument, it 


|| will be very unjust, that all of them, who have 
geons, and they made this contract with the Gov- || 


increase the number of surgeons and assistant | 
surgeons for the volunteer forces to just as much | 


as may be necessary. They have the same ex- 
aminauion as these in the regular Army; they are 
subject to the same rules; and if they are to stay 
in just as long as these are—during the war—we 
should get just as good men, because the same 
inducements are held out precisely. So far as re- 
lates to that section, Lam in favor of it; but to 
all the rest [ am opposed. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Senator 


from Maine has repeated to-day the same idea 


served a year as lieutenants, should not be made 
captains; and I suppose he would make their wives 
and daughters captains too. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If we have 


toappoint officers, is it not better to promote those || 


, men who have had experience than to put new | 
menintheservice? Do we not act upon that prin- | 
| ciple? 


that he has thrown out whenever we have had up |! 


any ills in regard to promotions in the military 
Servite, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There area great many of 
them. ° 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I admit that 
we have a greatmany. ‘The Senator must knew 
that ut organizing au army of seven or eight hun- 
dred thousand men, we have had to increase rank, 
and to add a great many high officers in various 
departments of the Government. The argument 
of the Senator amouuts to this: that an assistant 
surgeon can perform precisely the same duties as 
a surgeon; 1 admitthat be can cut offa leg as skill- 
fully; Ladmitthat he can give a dose of medicine as 
gracefully. I know he can perform these duties; 
but after all, he is only av assistant surgeon, and 
the Senator might just as well say that an orderly 
sergeant would do as well to command a com- 
pany as acaptain. We have had the same argu- 
ments made here before, that men of inferior rank 
are just as good in the field as men of superior 
rank, holding rank apprgpriate to their position 
and the duues which they perform. 

Sir, itis presumed that the assistant surgeons 
in the Army are better qualified to be surgeons 
than the seme number of men whom we shall be 
likely toselect from those who have not been in the 
service atall, [do not think the Senator will doubt 
that. Take two men of equal capacity and equal 
character; make one an assistant surgeon in the 
Army; give him the large experience which he 
could acquire during this rebellion, and the Senator 
would pronounce that that man was better fitted 
to take care of a hospital, or to be placed at the 
head of a division or of a corps or of an army in 
the field than the other man who had not had this 
expucieuce,. Now, sur, we have this class of men; 





Mr. FESSENDEN,. No, we do not act upon 
it. If we raise new regiments we do not go to the 
old regiments to pick oyt the officers, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, 
of them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
deed nearly all but two or three of the officers in 
every new regiment, have been taken from civil 


A portion 


| life, not from the old officers of the regular Army. 
| The rale is notas the Senator supposes. Thatrule 


does not exist anywhere, The whole amount of 


the case is this: that because a young man has | 


The great majority, in- | 


entered the Army on a contract for life, where he | 


is to stay forever, contracting that he will serve 
five years as an assistant surgeon, he is entitled 
to be made a surgeon, lest a man of mature years 
may come in as a surgeon of volunteers and rank 
him; in other words, that the assistant surgeon of 
the regular Army cannot be expected to be ranked 
by a volunteer surgeon, no matter what his stand- 
ing, or character, or capacity. That is the whole 
of it; and that is precisely what I supposed it was, 
The idea from the Surgeon General’s Office seems 
to be that these young men, without serving out 
their time, withoutcomplying with their contract, 
cannot bear to be put under the authority of a sur- 
geon from civil life, no matter what his rank, no 
matter what his ability, no matter what his age. 


| You may talk about their experience; but they 


may not have had a tenth part of the experience 
of the civil surgeon, because they are young men; 
your assistant surgeons are taken from young men 
just entering into practice; and the idea is that it 
is unjust to them that they should serve under any 
of the surgeons who are appointed from civil life ! 
I can agree to no such idea. I do not recognize 
that distinction between the regularsand the volun- 
teers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Maine, 
which is to strike out the second section of the bill, 


Mr. FESSENDEN., Linclude the third section 


also. 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Then theamend- 


| ment is to strike out the second and third sections. 


Mr, POMEROY. These sections have some- 
thing more in them than provision for surgedns 
and asgisiant surgeons. The second section pro- 
vides for medical storekeepers and cadets. At 
present we have only six medical storekeepers 
for the whole Army; 

_ Mr. FESSENDEN,. That can be provided for 
in the #ixth section, if asveasary. ; 


only during the existence of the rebellion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then whatis the use of 
putting them in the regular Army? 

Mr. POMEROY. If they are retained in the 
bill, | would as soon have them in the sixth sec- 
tion as any other. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ifa few additional medi 
cal storekeepers are required, | have no objection 
to putting in a provision for them. 

Mr. RICE. Perhaps reasons can be given to 
show that we have plenty now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then Jet my motion stand 
as itis, to strike out the second and third sections; 
because if that motion prevails, whatever may be 
necessary can be attached to the sixth section. 

Mr. POMEROY. In regard to the medical cadets 
or dressers, it should be remembered that we have 
over two hundred, perhaps two hundred and fifty, 
hospitals, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have said that I am will- 
ing to provide for them afierwards, in an amend- 
ment to the sixth section. 

Mr. POMEROY. If that provision is retained 


| in the bill, I do not care in what section it ir. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. COLLAMER. The first section of the bill 


| having been perfected ,so far as any gentleman de- 
| Sires to perfect it, it is now in order, | suppose, to 


propose a substitute for it. I therefore move to 
strike out the whole of the section as it stands, 
after the enacting clause, and insert in lieu of it: 

That the fourteenth section of the act entitled “An act 
to provide for the better orga®ization of the military estah- 
lishment” be so amended as to read as follows: that there 
may be allowed in hospitals, to be provided under such rules 
as the Surgeon General ofthe Army, withthe approval of the 
Secretary of War, may preseribe, all such articles as may 
be necessary for the proper diet and comfort of the sick and 
wounded, 

I wish to state briefly that after all the amend 
ments which have taken place to the first section, 
it still leaves the impression, which I take it the 
Senator from Massachusetts entertains, that the 
diet of the sick in hospitals is confined to what can 
be got from the commutation of the ration. I am 
unwilling to have that idea prevail. 1 want some 
broader means than that. 1| wish to have it un- 
derstood that what is needed in the hospitals can 
be provided at any. rate, and not confined to any 
particular fund. The fourteenth section of the act 


| to which L refer in the amendment did probably 


a 


mean to extend it, but it enumerated some arti- 
cles, and confining it to that enumeration may 
prevent some articles which are necessary being 
furnished, ‘That section is this: 

“That there may be allowed in hospitals, to be provided 


| under such rules as the Surgeon General of the Army, with 


the approval of the Secretary of War, may prescribe, such 
quantities of fresh and preserved fruits, milk or butter, and 
of eggs, as may be necessary for the proper diet,”’ &c. 

This enumerates certain articles which may be 
included in these rules, and it stops at that; and it 
may be that this enumeration does not furnish all 
that is wanteggin the improved diet table. I want 
this limitation taken off, that is all, and let there 
be power to provide for the sick ang:wounded in 
hopitals everything that may be necgssary, under 
the direction of the Surgeon Generaj, with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of War. Uiberefore move 
this amendment as a substitute for the section 
which undertakes to confine the matter after all to 
the mere commutation of the ration, I wish to 
take that. limitation entirely off. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I now move toadd to the 
sixth section the words ‘*and as many medical 
cadets as the Secretary of War may deem neces- 
sary forthe public service.”’ Lsay ** Secretary of 
War” instead of ** Surgeon General,’’ as he is the 

rson to judge of the appointment of officers. 

Mr. HARLAN. I do not know all the offices 
performed by medical cadets, but my own im- 
pression is that they ought to be dismissed from 
the service. | think a large number of them enter 
the service merely for the purpose of acquiring 
poem practice; and | think if their services are 


ded as surgeons, we ought to increase the 
» ke 
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number of surgeons, and give the wounded men 
the very best surgical skill that the country will 
afford. | know that many cases of extreme hard- 
ship have ocearred through the pertness of per- 
sons styled ard perhaps commissioned as medical 
cadets—mere beardless striplings—who are in au- 
thority, and order nurses to bind down and tie 
men and amputate their limbs, when the men be- 
lieve no such necessity exists. Ido not know 
whether they are manekia to serve as surgeons or 
not; but if they are, in my judgment they ought 
to be dismissed from the service; and therefore, 


in order to raise the question, [move to amend the | 
amendment of the Senator from Maine by striking | 


it out and inserting the follwing words: 


All medical cadets now in the service of the United 
States, boih regular and volunteer, shall be mustered out; 


and all acts or parts of acts authorizing their appointment 


shall be repealed. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I think that the Senator 
from lowa is acting under some delusion in ref- 
erence to that matter. 
these medical cadets should be surgeons. 


The 


very fact that they are called medical cadets im- | 


plies that they are young persons, who are mak- 
ing medicine their study, and that they intend to 
become surgeons. These officers were resorted to 
for the reason that more aid was required than 


could be had in the shape of surgeons and assist- || 


ant surgeons, and a particular kind of aid. They 
come into the service unquestionabl¥ for the pur- 
pose of learning. They are not to perform oper- 
ations; but they can render very valuable assist- 
ance to surgeons, they can render very valuable 
assistance in hospitals, with what knowledge they 
have. ) 
geons at all, or are ever suffered to do so until 
after examination it ixfound that they are fitted 
for that post, and get anappointment to it. Lam 


told, and that isthe reason why | have moved the | 


amendment, that they are an exceedingly useful 
addition to the medical corps of the Army, and are 
found very beneficial indeed. For that reason, | 
am perfectly willing thatthey should beemployed. 
If | supposed that they, after coming in as med- 
ical cadets, young and untried, were allowed to 
perform the functions of surgeons and assistant 


surgeons who had passed exa.ninations, | should | 


go with the Senator; but [ think he is laboring 
under a mistake, and I think it will be dangerous 
to repeal the act authorizing their appointment, 
which | am told has proved beneficial, and a great 
deal of good has arisen from the employment of 
these young men. Ido not think we should adopt 
his proposition—certainly not without more in- 
formation than either he possesses or | possess on 
this subject. I would call the Senator’s attention 
to what he said a little while ago in regard to an- 
other matter, that it will not doto take rumorand 


diers and persons traveling about the camps. They 
are apt to misrepresent the facts in many cases, 
and if we take such representations as the source 


of truth, we shall be likely to get very little of it. | 


I have had the statement which I have made in re- 
gard to the usefulness of these persons from more 
than one surgeon in whom I have confidence. I 
believe the corps to be beneficial and useful. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
much information on the subject, perhaps, as a 
Senator ought to have in order to enable him to 
cast an intelligent vote. I know of one case of this 
kind. A surgeon was appointed to take charge of 
a hospital boat to transport some two or three 
hundred or more wounded men to my own State. 
He refused to receive on board experienced phy- 
sicians who had been sent by our Governor, and 
took on board a couple of medical cadets. He 
had no other medical assistants whatever in tak- 
ing care of these men during the passage from 
Pittsburg Landing to Keokuk. The two medical 
cadets performed many if not all the amputations 
supposed to be necessary on the way. The pa- 
Ulents seemed to lack confidence in the medical 
skill of the operators. Some of these patients were 
men of high and general intelligence, men who at 
home move in the first circles of society; they 


believed that their limbs ought not to be ampu- | 


tated, and that they were losing them to gratify 
a desire on the part of these young men for sur- 
gical practice, and who in the presence of the pa- 
tients made sport of their screams uttered while 
&mputatjons were in progress, threatening to kick 
them into the river if they did. att remain t 





; case, 


It was not intended that | 


I do not understand that they act as sur- | 


| learning anything. 
to go entirely upon representations made by sol- |! 


| probably have entered the service to learn. 
We have had | 
| but little of*it heretofore in this country, and | 
| trust that hereafter we shall have less. 


I do not profess to have as || 
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See eet rearranges renee 


This scene transpired very nearly under my own 


eyes. 


I did not see it in person, but [ have the 
facts from eye-witnesses in whom I have the ut- 
most confidence. I think I may say that | know 
the statements are true. [| do not know that this 
kind of practice is very general; but, Mr. Pres- 
ident, [do know that this nation, if itis able to 
carry on the war at all; is able to employ enough 
experienced surgeons to take charge of our sick 
and wounded soldiers. I do not think that it is 
proper to make our hospitals a mere school for 
surgical experiment for medical students, mere 
striplings who are preparing themselves for future 
practice. We ought to employ, [ think, the best 
surgical talent we can obtain. 

Mr. GRIMES. I should like to inquire of my 
colleague how extensive this thing is. Does he 
judge from an isolated ease ? 

Mr. HARLAN. No, sir, not from an isolated 


Il have information, but not so direct or so 


conclusive, that induces me to believe that this is 
| somewhat reneral, 


Mr. GRIMES. I make the inquiry because | 
have arelative inthe Army who had an arm very 
badly shattered, and the brigade surgeon and the 


surgeon of the regiment both insisted on ampu- | 


tation; but the young surgeon opposed it, pre- 
vented it, and he is acquiring now the use of his 
arm. That is exactly the reverse of the case 
stated by mycolleague. This isa case that has 
come within my knowledge. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Mr. Presi- 
dent, the heart is made sick by the stories that we 
hear from all quarters during this war, and [ shall 
thank God when we get through with it. It seems 
that we are living in an age, if not of total deprav- 
ity, at least of universal slander. If you listen 
to one man, you will hear the medical cadets de- 


nounced; if you listen to another, you will hear 


the regular Army surgeons denounced; you will 
hear the volunteer surgeons denounced; you will 
hear the female nurses denounced. So it runs 
all through the service of the country. We are 
living in a time when everybody is dissatisfied 


| and everybody is finding fault. 


Now, sir, I do not think it will do to take up 
these isolated cases and make them the basis of 
general legislation. I have no doubt that there 
are medical cadets who have rendered real service 
tothecountry. I believe that generally they have 
done so. Thatthere are others who have disgraced 
themselves and their position cannot be doubted. 
Itisso with the surgeons. Sir, we have surgeons 
attached to our regiments, and some of them have 
passed through this body and been made brigade 
surgeons, who had no experience when they en- 
tered the servige and who will have no experience 


| when they go out of it, for they are incapable of 
We have this sort of flippant | 
kind of men among the surgeons as wal] as among || 


the medical cadets. Many of these medical cadets 


a great school for medical men. 


I hope that the amendment of the Senator from 
Towa will not prevail. I sympathize with him in 
the feeling he has expressed in regard to such mis- 
conduct as that which he mentioned; but we have 
had such misconduct, not only from cadets, but 


from surgeons; though I believe the great mass of 


the surgeons, of the assistant surgeons, of the med- 
ical cadets, and of the persons engaged in the hos- 


pitals, and in the camps, have endeavored faith- | 
fully to do their duty. That is my experience. | 


I believe it to be so. I want to believe it to be so 
for the credit of human nature. We hear so much 
about misconduct, mismanagement, shirking, 


stealing, and everything else that brings dishonor | 


and disgrace on our country and on human nature 
that | want to believe something is good in human 
nature after all. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to be informed 


how many medical cadets there are. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 


them in another bill. 1 suppose we have one 
hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty. 
Mr. SHERMAN. What is the amount paid 
them? 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The com- 
pengation is very small indeed, thirty dollars per 
month anf a ratitin per dhy. 


[tis || 


I am not. 
sure what is the number, but I think they started | 
with seventy-five, and I believe we added sixty to _ 
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Mr. POMEROY. The number of cadets ac- 
tually in service is reported at seventy; and their 
pay is thirty dollars a month wath one rauion a 
day. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The law 
allows more than that number, [ think. 

Mr. SIERMAN. All L want to get at is this: 
what is the necessity for farther legislation, Ifthe 
law already allows a great number what is the 
necessity of this legisiation? We ought always to 
understand what the law is before we proceed to 
remedy its defects. 

Mr. HARLAN. I have no doubt of the truth 
of the statement made by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts—I had attempted to say substantially 
the same thing before myself—that in my opinion 
a majority, a very large majority, of the officers 
of the Army, including the medical corps, intend 
to do their duty, and are faithful men, upright 
men, men that can be trusted; but in this case I 
think the presumption is against disinterested 
practice, You employ a large number of these 
cadets; this amendment proposes to employ as 
many cadets as the Surgeon General may deem 

| necessary for the public service. The number is 
unlimited, They enter the service for the prac- 
tice, in order that they may perfect themselves in 

a knowledge of surgery; this is their compensa- 
tion. They are to receive but thirty dollars a 
month, and one ration a day, which will merely 
defray their personal expenses while in the field. 
Their practice is to be their pay—the experience 
they shall derive from the amputations which they 
perform or witness. The more amputations, the 
more is their pay; this is what they enter the ser- 
vice for, The hospital is their green-room, the 
wounded soldiers are their subjects; they cost 
them nothing; they obtain them without hazard 
or inconvenience. Now, does not this raise a pre- 
suinption againsta disinterested judgment on cheir 
part? it seems to me that it would be mach bet- 
‘ter to add seventy physicians, in place of the 
seventy cadets now employed, or to add one or 
two hundred experienced surgeons, in addition 
to the number named in the sixth section, rather 
than to give the Surgeon General authority to 
employ an unlimited number of medical students. 
I know it would have a better effect on the minds 
of the soldiers. The employment of a physician 
is frequently a mere matter of taste 1 know; and 
yet that mere matter of opinion, a mere whim, 
may decide the fate of the patient. Everybody 
knows that confidence in the physician often cures 
the patient without medicine, and that distrust 
often kills, notwithstanding the greatest skill, It 
seems to me that no soldiers, no body of men, 
can have the same confidence ina mere astripling, 
a medical student of a year’s standing, as 1 would 
be reasonable to expect from them io a man of 
knownexperience, Theverynsotivathet prompts 
the youth-to enter the service creates distrust. It 
would be much better to encounter, | suppose, 
the additional expense, and secure a largeramount 
of experience. If 1 err in coming to this conclu- 
|| sion, and the Senate shall so decide, Lt shall be 
|| content. I have performed my duty. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I suggest 

| that the Senator from Maine withdraw his amend- 
ment, and that we leave the matter in regard to 
medical cadets where it now is by law. I think 
that they have not got so many as the law will 
allow them, and we can provide for it in some 
other bill if we find that an additional number is 
necessary. 

Mr. POMEROY. They have got precisely the 
number the law allows. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I may be 
mistaken about it; but | had the impression that 
we had passed two laws on the subject. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, | have, as a 
general thing, concurred in the views which have 
been expreesed by the Senator from lowa | Mr. 
Haran]to-day. | wish the whole country could 
hear or read the remarks he has made in relation 
to the condition of things in our hospitals; but, 
sir, in respect*to this subject of medical cadets, I 
do not agree with him. I believe that they are 
performing their duties as well as any other offi- 

| cers of the Government. In 1861 we passed an 
|| act authorizing the appointment of fifty medical 
| cadets; their pay was to be thirty dollars a month 
'| and one ration a day, and their duties are pre- 
|, seribed in the act itself, by which it will be seen 
that it wae not expéetted dr intended that they 
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thould perform the duties or services of surgeons. || follows: “ That there may be allowed, in hospitals to be | L ask that the portion of General Meigs’s report 


The act declares: 


| 


“That there be added to the medical staff of the Army | 


a corps of medical cadets, whose duty it shall be to act 
ns dressers in the general hospitais, and as ambulance at- 
tendants in the field, under the direction and control of the 
medical officers alone.”’ 


Now, sir, I can hardly see that this class of 
young men whose qualifications are prescribed 
also in this same section; young men of liberal 
education, who have pursued medical studies for 
two years, young men who have attended at least 
one course of medical lectures, acting as ambu- 
lance attendants and as dressers in hospitals will 
be vastly more serviceable than any other class 
of men you can get to perform the same duties. 


t cannot be xcted that educated physicians || ae ' 
are eee pay | House bill No. 582, for the relief of persons for 


will give themselves to that class of duties which 
are here prescribed. The act of 1861 authorized 
the appointment of fifty, and last summer, in 1862, 
we passed a law authorizing the increase of that 
number twenty, making the whole number sev- 
ently. 
be allowed to remain in office. I should be glad to 


have the provision suggested by the Senator from || 


Maine adopted: let the Government appoint as 
many of these young men—educated young men, 
pursuing the medical profession—as tne proper 
officers of the Government see fit to appoint. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I have never 


heard the complaints that have been suggested by | 
I know that that Sen- | 


the Senator from lowa. 
ator is in a position to know a great deal in re- 
gard to our hospitals. He has means of informa- 
tion that very few of the Senators here possess, 
for he has a devoted wife who has given her days 
and her nights to the cause of the soldier, and 
could learn a great deal that many of us here could 
not. I think, however, the amendment ought not 
to be adopted; but the suggestion which comes in 
here at this time takes me certainly by surprise, 
as we have a law fixing the number at seventy, 
and I think we had better not act on the subject 
at all now. Let that stand, and we will make an 
investigation and inquiry into this matter, and if 
more are needed, we can add them in some other 
bill during this session. I do not wish to crowd 
on a number of men, or allow the Surgeon Gen- 
eral unlimited authority to appoint men, with the 


idea to go out to the country that they are not | 
| before us. 


objection to that course, leaving the law as it | 
|| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I agree with 


really valuable. 


Mr. HARLAN, I certainly should have no 


bow 18. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment to the amendment is withdrawn, and the 
amendment itself is withdrawn. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to strike out the 
proviso in the seventh section. It is rendered 
unnecessary, the second and third sections being 
stricken out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Maine proposes to strike from the seventh 
section the following proviso: 

Provided, however, Tat officers appointed under these 
acts from the medical staff of the Army shall retain their 
respective rank therein, with such promotion as they would 


have been entitled to it they had continued to serve in the 
sald staff. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. 
chairman of the Military Committee to the fourth 
section of the bill. I think that section does not 
mean anything. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I am in fa- 
vor of striking out the fourth section of the bill 
entirely, as we have already emasculated it. I 
move to strike out the fourth section. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to know if 
there is anything left of the bill. 

Mr. RICE. Only the first section. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The first, the sixth, and 
the first part of the seventh section stand. 

The motion to strike out was agréed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, asamended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
bill read as it now stands, 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the fourteenth section of the act 


entitled, “An act to provide for the better organization of 
the military establishment,’’ be so amended as to read as 


{ 
| 


| 
i 


I hope, sir, that at least these seventy will | 


} 
| 


I call the attention of the | 


! 
| 
j 
act on the resolution without it. 
| 














provided under such rules as the Surgeon General of the | 


| scribe, all such articles ayimay be necessary for the proper 
dict and comfort of the sick and wounded.” 

ind be it further enacted, Tliat in addition to the number 
of surgeons and assistant surgeons of the volunteer force, 
as authorized by the existing laws, there may be appointed 
fifty surgeons, and two hundred and fifty assistant surgeons. 

And be it further enacted, That the officers authorized to 
be appointed by this act, and the medical inspectors author- 
ized by the act approved the 27th of December, 1862, may 
continue to serve as such during the present rebellion, and 
no longer. 


‘| The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| reading, was read the third time, and passed. 
| ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I now move to take up 


i 


| damages sustained by reason of depredations and 
injuries by certain bands of the Sioux Indians. 

Several Senators. Oh no; let us go on with 
military bills. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. There seems to be a dis- 
inclination to have this bill come up to-night. I 
shall allow it to go over, but with the understand- 
| ing on my part—and I hope that will be the under- 
| standing of the Senate—that it will be taken up 
| and disposed of at the next sitting of the Senate. I 
do not think it will occupy much time. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move to 
take up the joint resolution giving the thanks of 
Congress to Major General Rosecrans. I think 
| it will take no time. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


Ido not know whether 
we have the official report of General Rosecrans’s 
recent battle, and I suggest that we ought not to 
That is the only 
objection Ihave. So much of mortification abso- 
lutely has been produced by following these things 
up in hot haste that I do not wish to be mortified 
again. g 
| Rosecrans and ofhis fight, so faras I have inform- 


|| ation; but I really think he will lose nothing if 


we wait for proper authentic information. We are 
| all prepared to render him honor, but he will lose 
| nothing by our proceeding deliberately. In factitis 


|| more credit and more honor to an officer that we 


pass a resolution of thanks after the excitement of 
the occasion has passed over and we have the full 
official reports before us. I suggest, therefore, 
whether it is not better to let the resolution lie for 

a few days until we have the definite, final report 
That is the proper course, in my judg- 


ment. 


the Senator from Maine in the principle which he 
states; but we have had a report from General 
Rosecrans, and I do not know that We are to have 
any other. The General-in-Chiefsent to him the 


ae he of the Government. However, if the Sena- 


tor has anyswnxiety in regard to that matter, | am 
willing to let the resolution lie over. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I shall, of course, vote for 
the resolution with a great deal of pleasure, even 
with my present information; but I think it better 
for us,and it will be more creditable to him, to wait 
until we have the final report. 





Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Very well; 


let it lie over, and we can see whether we are to 
have any more reports. General Rosecrans has 


| already made a report, which has been published. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 


| . 
| withdrawn. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, 


| the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 


stmed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 463) 
to authorize the appointment of three auditors and 


|| a solicitor for the quartermaster’s department, 
|| and to increase the clerical and other force of the 
} Quartermaster General’s Office. 


| 
| 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to inquire of the 


| chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 


|| Whether this bill is approved by the Secretary of 
\| War. 
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Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The bill has 
not been sent to the Secre of War to ask his 
indorsement of it. General Meigs, in his report 
to the Secretary of War, which is sent here, states 
the ease very fully, and I should like to have that 
part of his report read. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Did it come in with the 
Seeretary of War’s — 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir. 


I have the highest opinion of General | 


Army, with the approval of the Secretary of War, may pre- | 
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which I send to the desk may be read. 
The Seeretary read, as follows: 
* The clerical foree of this office, though a number of 


| temporary clerks have been employed in addition to the 


regular and authorized force, is insufficient to examine the 
accounts With promptness. 

*“'Phe number of officers making reports and returns is 
very large. ‘There are not less than one thousand regiments 
or parts of regiments inthe service. Each of these regi- 
ments has a regimental quartermaster, who is in charge of 
valuable property, of which he is required by the regula- 
tions to make monthly and quarterly returns. Under the 
law of last year he is required also, if he receives or ex- 
pends any public money, to send in monthly accounts. 

**From the inexpericnce of many of these officers they 
fat! to vender their accounts and make their returns punc- 
tually, and those received require correction. 

“From the regimental quartermasters alone thus over 
twelve thousand accounts and sets of returns are to be ex- 
pected annually. 

The brigade quartermasters and the quartermasters of 
the regular Army whoact as chiefs to Army corps or armies 
in the field, or who are in charge of the important depots 
for the purchase and manufacture of supplies, are charged 
with the expenditure of large sums of money, and their ac- 
counts are very voluminous. ‘There are now nearly three 
hundred of these officers, whose accounts will number in 
a. year three thousand six hundred. 

** Every officer commanding a company in either the reg- 
ular or volunteer Army is responsible for the clothing re- 
ceived by him for issue to the men of his command, and is 
required to make quarterly returns thereof. As,in an army 
of one million men, there will be not less than ten thou- 
sand company commanders, there should be forty thousand 
clothing returns received and examined in this office. 

* The correspgndence with officers who fail to make their 
returns within The time required by the regulations, and 
with those whose returns are imperfect or incorrect, in- 
volves much labor. ; 

** After consultation with the experienced officers and 
clerks who have heretofore performed this duty, I consider 
that it will require an addition to the force of this office of 
one hundred and twenty clerks to examine ina reasonable 
time the mass of accounts and returns which have accu- 
mulated during the past year, and to keep up the corre- 
spondence necessary to settle the accounts promptly here- 
after, and compe! officers to make their returns regularly 
and correctly. 

“The labor now imposed upon certain officers of this 
department is too great. It is physically impossible to ex- 
amine properly all the papers which must be submitted to 
the heads of certain branches of the office. The conse- 
quence is delay in the transaction of public business. The 
subjects of the most pressing importance are attended to, 
while others are taid aside, and sometimes overlooked. The 
great duty of this department is to provide for and supply 
the wants of the Army. ‘This has been accomplished. [ts 
second duty, of no less importance, is, by proper examin- 
ation of the reports, returns, and accounts of its officers, to 
enforce a strict economy in the disbursements of public 
money, and a strict accountability for the public property 
in charge of its officers. 

* The force of this office has not been sufficient to exam- 
ine the accounts and returns promptly, or even to compel 
their reguiar rendition; and doubtiess the public Treasury 
and the public creditors have suffered in consequence. 

**T recommend. that Congress be requested to authorize 
the employment of three officers, to be styled ‘ auditors of 
the quartermaster’s departinent,’ who, under the direction 
of the Quartermaster General, and acting by his authority 
and in his name, may take charge of the administrative ex- 
amination of the accounts and returns of both money and 
property in this office. The duty is one of high importance, 
and though technically and legally the examination is re- 
quired to be made by the Quartermaster General, and should 
be made by his authority and under his direction, it is not 
physically possible for him to inspect all the papers in per- 
son, or to take action on any but the more important ques- 
tions arising on theirexamination. The unsettled accounts 
now in this office amount to $105,000,000, and over five 
million dollars are in the bands of otlicers who have not yet 
made their returns or transmitted their accounts. 

** The auditors of the quartermaster’s department, here 
proposed, should be persons of high reputation, of business 
capacity and experience, and the salary should be such as 
to secure the services of well-qualified men. 

* The accounts of the department divide themselves into 
classes, as follows: 

1. Clothing, camp, and garrison equipage. 

2. Transportation by land and water, with all its means 
and supplies, as animals, wagons, ambulances, forage, 
steam: and sail vessels, boats, and the men necessary to take 
care of and manage them. 

“3. Regular and contingent supplies of the department— 
hospitals, barracks, and quarters, ‘uel, mileage of officers, 
expenses of courts-martial, military boards, and commis- 
sions, stationery, &c. 

* With a sufficient addition to the clerical force of the of- 
fice, with the three officers above named to assist the Quar- 
termaster General, it is believed that it would be possible 
to dispatch the business relating to settlement of » counts 
with that promptness required alike by justice to the inter- 
ests of the Government and of the officers of the depart- 
ment.’? 


Mr. HALE. Iam opposed to some features of 
this bill. [am opposed to creatingan extraordina 
commission or an extraordinary character of offi- 
cers in the quartermaster’s department. If he has 
not force enough, give him what is necessary. If 
he wants one hundred and twentyclerks, give them. 
But what is to be the character of these auditors of 
the Quartermaster General’s rtmert? What 
will be the result upon their finding? Will there 


be any appeal from them? I think that it is a 
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bad precedent and a bad example. The next 
thing we shall have will be a proposition for au- 








ditors in the Adjutant General’s department, and | 


then for auditors in the Ordnance department; and 
so every dgpartment that can be named or thought 
of will want this new kind of office, and this will 
be a precedent for it. I think we have already 
auditors in the Treasury to preside over the vari- 
ous departments, and supervise their accounts. 
Their duties are well defined by law. I presume 
that to some of these officers these accounts would 
legitimately and properly and legally come; and 
if they have not force enough there to take care 
of them, increase the force. | am opposed, how- 
ever, to creating this new and extraordinary class 


of cfficers. But, sir, I do not know that we have | 


any avail. ‘The remedy for all our evils seems to 


have been, and still to be, an increase of officers, | 
an increase of rank, and an increase of pay and | 


emoluments. 


For these reasons Lam opposed entirely to this 
feature of the bill. These officers are anomalous 
in their character. The bill provides that they 
shall be subject to the Quartermaster General’s 
control, and their decisions will be probably reg- 
ulated by him. Now, I am not one of those who 
have any doubts at all of the loyalty or patriotism 
or integrity of the Quartermaster General, but I 
do know that he is a mostarbitrary man, that he 
sometimes rejects claims as honest as it is possi- 
ble they can be, upon the merest whim and ca- 
price. Iam opposed to creating this extraordi- 
nary commission under him, in his department. 
What grade are these new officers to have—that 
of lieutenant colonel of cavalry? [Laughter.] I 
am opposed to them anyhow. I move to strike 
out the provision for these officers. I move to 
strike out the first section of the bill. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I hope, Mr. 
President, the Senate will not strike out this sec- 
tion. I hope Senators will give a few moments, 
attention to its consideration. The Quartermaster 
General states the case with clearness and precis- 
ion. General Meigs says: 


“T recommend that Cungress be requested to authorize the 
employment of three officers, to be styled ‘ auditors of the 


quartermaster’s department,’ who, under the direction of | 


the Quartermaster General, and acting by his authority and 
in his name, may take charge of the administrative exam- 
ination of the accounts and returns of both money and prop- 
erty in this office. The duty is one of high importance, 
and though technically and legally the examination is re- 
quired to be made by the Quartermaster General, and should 
be made by his authority and under his direction, it is not 
physically possible for him to inspect all the papers in per- 
son, or to take action on any but the more important ques- 
tions arising on their examination. The unsettled accounts 
now in this office @nount to $105,000,000, and over five 
million dollars are in the hands of officers who have not yet 
made their returns or transmitted their accounts.”’ 


Here the whole question is stated. The Quar- 
termaster General has an amount of business 
put on him that he tells you it is physically im- 
»ossible for him to perform. These accounts, 

e says, now unsettled amount to $110,000,000; 
$105,000,000 in his office and $5,000,000 in the 
hands of officers who have not yet made their re- 
turns. Hehas the clothing accounts, the transpor- 
tationaccounts, and the vast accounts ctaheheiies, 
and I do not believe the man lives who can give 
that personal examination which the interests of 
the country require. I believe it is of vital im- 
portance that these accounts when they come into 
the office should be at once carefully and thor- 
oughiy examined and passed upon. A prompt 
examination of such papers will enable the Gov- 
ernment to ascertain how affairs are managed, to 
correct abuses, and to save the public money. 

Here is asimple proposition to employ three 
auditors, at a salary of $2,000 each. It is an ex- 
penditure of $6,000 a year to enable the Quarter- 
master General to bring about him three trusty 
and competent men who, under his direction, will 
aid him to do duties that are now imposed on him 
bylaw. Of course they will report to him all the 
facts, and the important questions he will be en- 
abled to examine carefully and pass upon. I be- 
lieve that it will be for the interests of the country 
tosecure these men at that rate to assist the Quar- 
termasterGeneral. Iam Sure when we get through 
this contest we shall have lost millions, if not tens 
of millions of dollars, by not having all of our 
accounts brought up promptly, and thoroughly 
investigated and passed upon. When these ac- 
counts lie in the office for weeks or months with- 
out being examined, men every where get careless, 
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and many things are allowed to pass that could 
be corrected at the time. 

I believe it is poor economy to withhold the 
force necessary to examine and settle all the ac- 
counts that are incurred during this war. I think 
we shall have difficulty yet in our paymaster’s de- 
partment. I fear that department is loosely man- 
aged; that paymasters do not make their returns 
so promptly as they ought to do; and that they 
are not examined as soon as they ought to be. | 
believe that it will turn out that some of these pay- 
masters will be ruined, when in many cases they 
could have saved themselves if their accounts had 
been settled promptly. Months go on without 
setulement, and finally, when their accounts are 
reached after eight or ten months, itis too late, for 
mistakes cannot be rectified. I think if there is 
any duty incumbent upon us, it is to provide, at 
the lowest possible salaries, the competent force 
in the Departments to keep all the accounts of the 
Government promptly settled. 

Mr. FOSTER. It is very pleasant, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to lecture on economy, and very pleasant 
to argue against the increase of public officers. 
We are sure to have auditors who will be very 
much pleased, here and over the country. And 
it is tolerably easy to make a sneer occasionally 
in a good-natured way against the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs when he reports a 
bill which it is said only proposes an increase of 
expenditure, or an increase of officers, or an in- 
crease of rank. 

Mr. President, we are engaged in a war for the 
preservation of the national life, and we have got 
a million men in the military service of the coun- 





try. Does it not follow, as a necessary conse- | 


quence, that we have got to increase officers, to 
increase expenditures, to increase in all the de- 
partments of the Government largely, very large- 
ly? Does any man suppose that we can keep an 
army of a million men in the field with the same 
amount of expenditure, and controlled by the 
same number of officers, as an army of fifteen or 
eighteen thousand, which was our force two years 
ago? Is it not palpable that, with this change in 
regard to the amount of our forces, the change in 


the condition of the country, there must be a | 


change in the number of officers, in the rank of 
officers, in the expenditures of the country? And 
is it worth while to sneer because there are prop- 
ositions here to increase the number and the pay 
of officers and multiply greatly the expenditures 
of the country? It seems to me that Senators can 
hardly realize where we are, and what our con- 
dition is, who indulge themselves in remarks of 
this sort; and really, sir, 1 am not, for one, pre- 
pared to adm@it that it is economy to talk about 
restricting to the present number all officers in our 
departments, all officers that have to do with the 
settlement of accounts with the medical and with 
the military department of our Government. I 
agree with the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, that it is false econ- 
omy. We waste millions for the sake of saving 
thousands. We waste hundreds of millions for 
the sake of saving tens of thousands. That is the 
economy. If we wish to get up a reputation for 
economy let us state the ground on which we 
place it. We oppose, for instance, the appoint- 
ment of three officers at an expense of $6,000, in 
order to have accounts for over $100,000,000 re- 
main where they are. Is that economy? It cer- 
tainly is a saving of expenditure to avoid the ap- 
pointment of three new officers and the payment 
of $6,000 a year. That is clear enough. Saving 
that, however, if we lose any considerable amount 
of the $100,000,000 which these men would set- 
tle, and settle in a short time if they were ap- 
pointed, where is the economy? That is the ques- 
tion. Can anything be gained by having the 
Quartermaster General leftas he is? He goes.to 
his office, devotes himself during all the hours of 


labor, and much more than all the ordinary hours || 
of labor, and it is bata very small impression that || 
he can make on the duties devolving upon him || 


now by law. When the Army was fifteen or eight- 
een thousand in number, he could get through 
with his present force, but when it is a million 
men, it is alsurd to talk about it; absurd to sup- 
pose that he can perform the duty, or that three 
men as good as he is with him can perform the 
duty. It cannot be done. ‘It is a physical impos- 
sibility. No matter how skillful, how quick, how 
accurate men may be in business, there is a limit 
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|| to human ability, and these four men cannot per- 


|| form this duty as one man could before. 
| The honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
|| alludes to the pay department of the Army, and 
|| speaks of the probability that paymasters will lose 
money 1 consequence of the long period inter- 
|| vening after their accounts are rendered before 
|| they are settied. No doubt they will lose, and 
1] lose largely, and their bondsmea in many eases, 
i} and probably be ruined. That is bad enough; but 
| it is not the worst of it. The Government will lose 
| thousands, and, in my opinion, millions of del- 
|| lars for want of having the paymasters’ accounts 
| settled at the proper tume. It is bad enough to 
|‘ruin the paymasters and their securities, as they 
|| will be ruined in many cases for want of prompt 
|| settlement; but I repeat again, it is not the worst 
|| of it; because there are, no doubt, as there are in 
|, alldepartments of the Government, dishonest pay- 
|| masters; and they know as well as we know that 
|| if there is to be a period of five or six or eight 
|| months before their accounts are settled, there is 
| anopportunity forswindling. It willbe improved. 
| Their accounts will not be looked at for months, 
| and, perhaps, for a year. 1 apprehend there are 
|| paymasters’ accounts now on file in the proper 
|| department that have not been examined for one 
|| year or thereabouts; and this not because there is 
|| any default in the officers having charge of that 
|| business, for they work hard night and day, some 
|| of them to an extent thatis impairing their health 
| and ruining their constitutions. Under these cir- 
|| cumstances, the Government will lose throug! our 
|| neglect to provide proper force to examine these 
}, accounts. The Government will lose millioss of 
dollars. 
|| Is it economy, then, for us to stop here and ar- 
|| gue day after day about the propriety or necessity 
| of increasing the clerical force in these depart- 
| ments ten, twenty, or one lindred men? No, Mr. 
President, it is false economy, and it is a false 
mode of transacting business, if we claim to act 
on any recognized principle as among men who 
|| are doing business for themselves or others. No 
| mistake can be more gross than to suppose that 
it is better to keep the present condition of things 
as itis, because it used to be so two years ago. In 
| my opinion, the number of officers recommended 
\| by the chairman of the Military Committee for 
| the quartermaster’s department is not enough; 
|| nor is the pay of $2,000 adequate to command the 
| ‘service of such men as we require in these places. 
||} Men who are competent to perform these duties 
|| can do better than to go there at $2,000 a year. If 
‘| we take men at that salary I fear we shal! get 
| cheap men—cheap so far as regards salary—but 
'| who will ultimately cost the Government twice or 
'| thrice as much as it would be necessary to pay 
‘|| men who would be competent, and who would 
perform the duties as faithfully and promptly as 
| 1t is possible for men to perform them, 
I trust that this bill will not be cut down, and 





that we shall not find that we can strike out this 
officer or strike out that, or reduce this amountor 
| reduce that, not because I am not for economy, 
|| for | am; not because I am not opposed to an un- 
|| necessary increase of public officers, for | am; but 
| 1 believe it is necessary to increase these officers, 
| and largely to ingrease them, and to pay them a 
|| price which shalf command the best talent as well 
| as command men of integrity. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, when I 
| first looked at this bill, it seemed to be quite a start- 
| ling proposition to me, because, although we have 
|| been in the habit of enlarging a little lately on the 
| number of employés in the Departments, itis not 
| very long since the time was when a proposition 
| coming before the Committee on Finance to add 
two or three clerks, was generally contested or 
| talked about for a day before we could agree to it, 
thinking that there were already more employés 
of that sort than were needed. But, sir, we have 
lately been in the habit of going ona larger scale, 
and reflection has satisfied me that it is a matter 
of absolute necessity, that we cannot lock upon 
| things with the same eyes that we did a few years 
|| ago; and my friend from Kentucky suggested the 
|| right idea a day or two ago in debate, when he 
| said, as applicable to myself, that when we were 


| in the habit of talking of hundreds of millions, a 
|| quarter of a million did not look like a very large 
|| amount, 

Now, sir, I congratulate my friend from New 


|| Hampshire on one thing, and that is, that if this 


| 
| 
| 
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bill should pass and he should be defeated in his 
motion, it bids fair to relieve him of a difficulty 
under which he labors. He says that General 
Meigs is an arbitrary man, and ts in the habit of 
making sharp points. As the law stands now, he 
has to audit all these things himself finally. ‘The 
bill proposes to relieve him of that, and to appoint 
other officers who shall have the auditing to per- 
form. 

Mr. HALE. Under his control and direction. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
control; but the auditing is to be done by them, 
and of course the accounts will be settled by them 


Undoubtedly under his | 


THE CONGR 


The question is that put very pertinently by the 


| honorable Senator from Connecticut, is this econ- 


omy in the Government, is it justice to the officers 
themselves? We are compelled, therefore, to look 
thé matter in the face, and inquire whether or not 
an increase of force is not required by this changed 


| state of thitlgs, this immense Army, this immense 


unless there is an appeal taken to him, and he over- |! 


rules what they do. 
necessarily, for he is the head of the department, 
It has always been so with whatever goes through 
the quartermaster’s department. Unless it is pro- 


posed to bring in a bill saying that the Quarter- | 
master General shall not have anything to do with | 


settling theaccounts in his own department, it must 
remain so. ‘The only question is whether he shall 


have help in doing it, and somebody ’s opinion be- | 


sides his own, 

Any one who considers for a moment what the 

duties of the Quartermaster General are, must see 
that he can have absolutely no time whatever to 
look at the accounts in his department. That is 
out of the question, Itisas much as one man can 
possibly do to provide for the quartermuaster’s 
department of the Army without looking to the 
settlieméntofthe accounts. Any one who knows 
what his labors are, who has looked at them and 
witnessed them, will see that « would be utterly im- 
possible that he could give any particular personal 
supervision to these matters. Therefore all these 
things must be done by subordinates. Then the 
ones is whether he has subordinates enough. 
clerks, &c., in his department since the war be- 
gan, bat not toa very considerable extent. Now, 
what do you find to be the fact? The chairman 
has stated it; one gentleman connected with the 
quartermaster’s department has stated to me that 
the accounts come in absolutely by cart-loads. It 
is hardly a figure of speech to say that they come 
in by cart-loads, there is such a mass of them. 
You will readily see that it must be so, when you 
have a million men, and over thirty thousand offi- 
cers in the Army, and when you remember that 
all those officers who are the heads of companies 
have to act, in some degree, if | may call them 
so, «8 disbursing agents, and render accounts. 
Every captain of a company is put in possession 
of a certain amount of clothing and articles for 
hiscompany. He must hand them over, and take 
receipts, and enter them in the company books. 
Those accounts of the captain, and of every man 
who has a command of any kind, must be settled 
at the quartermaster’s department. Besides, there 
are the accounts of tie quartermasters themselves, 
and everything in relation to the quartermaster’s 
department—you know how vast it is—must be 
settled there, and must go through the hands of 
persons who examine them to see whether the 
vouchers are properly made out. A moment’s 
consideration will satisfy us that it must take a 
very great force to keep up the accounts of this 
department, Suppose they arg not kept up, what 
is the result? In process of time, if the world 
holds together and the Government holds together, 
these accounts will be settld when they are 
reached; but, in the mean time, how much loss will 
take place, and what injustice do you do to the 
great number of men who want their accounts set- 
tled. Why should an officer’s account be suffered 
to lie for years in the department simply because 
there is no power in the department to settle it for 
the want of adequate force? 

Why, sir, | heard ofa remark made by a high 
officer of the Government, and | thought it was 
not very creditable to him. When another offi- 
cer was remonstrating with reference to a partic- 
ular thing in his account, saying, ** | do not know 
how I shal! account for this, or in what head I 
sha}! carry it,’’ the reply was, “ you will not be 
called on under twenty years, and yor and [ will 


be dead by that time; that is the shortest time in | 
Perhaps | 


which your accounts can be settled.’’ 
that was a large estimate of time, but still any one 
can see that with the immense quantity of these 
accounts to act on, with the present force of the 
department, it must necessarily be a long series 
of years before they can be settled. 


‘here has been an increase of subordinate officers, | 


It must be under his control |! 
| purpose. 
| much, | have not experience to judge. I cannot 


transportation, these immense amounts ex pended 
for clothing and other things counected with the 
quartermaster’s department—I cannot tell what 
they are, for | am not specifically informed, and I 
may very probably make some mistakes about it. 
These accounts are to be settled there, and ought 
to be settled soon, within a reasonable time; and 
the necessary force ought to be afforded for that 
Whether this force is enough or too 


tell with reference to that, whether he asks for 
more than he ought to have, or less; but any one 
can see that in regard to auditing the accounts 


there ought to be somebody besides himself. He | 
cannot do that. Itis out of the question. There- | 


fore there should be some officers who are com- 
petent to perform that service, for they must be 


/examined by somebody and approved by him. 


| termasters alone have 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The quar- 


sixteen thousand accounts 


| annually. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I know one captain of the 
Army whose case I will mention as an illustra- 
tion. I mention it simply because it has happened 


| to come to my knowledge. He has an account to 


settle at the department; and | will say to the Sen- 


to meet the case of which I speak. | know of one 
officer of the Army who was put in possession on 
a certain day of a quantity of material to be dealt 
out to his company. That same day he was 
ordered to march, to start at once for the field of 
battle, and he handed over the articles and took 
receipts regularly. 
tries in his company books; he had to march, and 


| was constantly on the march by forced marches; 
he had to take his books and bundles of receipts | 
He got there in the middle of the | 


and start off, 
night. The next morning at six o’clock he went 
into battle, 
pelled to leave and go home, as he did, leaving 
everything with the company, his receipts, the 


company books, and everything of that descrip- | 


tion. After he went home, the baggage wagon 
containing the books and receipts of the company 
was lost, and every paper that he had was de- 
stroyed, or at least went out of his possession. 
He would like to settle his accounts, if he could 
have a chance; but what probability is there that 
he can get testimony of the facts ten or fifteen or 
twenty years hence? That is only an individual 
case. | suppose there are hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands of such, and it would be the greatest injus- 
tice if, through the fault of the Government in not 
providing the proper number of men to attend to 
these things, evil consequences to individuals 
should happen. Perhaps he might die in the mean 
time before’ settling his accounts. Perhaps he 
might be regarded as settling them in that oor 
but I do not think that idea is to be entertained. 

I say, therefore, that it is perfectly evident to 
me, on reflection, that we_ought, in justice to the 
department in the first place, in justice to the Gov- 
ernment, in justice to the men who must have 
accounts there to be settled, to give a competent 
force, and increase the force; and this is recom- 
mended by the head of the bureau, and indorsed 
by the head of the Department. If the Committee 
on Military Affairs have examined the subject and 
say this is necessary, | must trust to them. I 
cannot undertake to correct their conclusions. 
They ought to know, and do know, very much 
better than I can. 

I will say, as something has been said on that 
subject here to-day, with regard to the head of the 
bureau himself, General Meigs, that I have the 
most entire and implicit confidence 1h his loyalty, 
in his integrity, and in his devotion to the good of 
the service, and his untiring and sleepless vigi- 
lance. | believe there is no officer connected with 
the Government who discharges his duties with a 
more conscientious determination to do them, ac- 


cording to the best of his judgment, for the good || That is all there is about it. 
That he ‘has | They have no legal re 


of the service in all particulars. 
errors, like other men, | dare say; but they are not 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ee 


| ator that L hope he will not press this bill to final || 
| action to-night, for | mean to write an amendment | 


He had no time to make en- | 


He was badly wounded, and com- | 
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my judgment. I am, therefore, disposed to tr-1st 
a great deal to him: but still I think that all the 
recommendations of these officers with reference 
to the force needed in their offices should always 
be reviewed by the proper committee; and when 
they are reviewed and approved by the committee, 
I am disposed, unless | know something which is 
opposed to what they say, to coincide in their 
opinion on the subject. 
Mr. HARLAN. I prepose to amend the first 
section of the bill in the fifth line by striking out 
/**aaditors of the quartermaster’s department,” 
/ and inserting ** Assistant Quartermasters Gen- 
eral,’’ and in the eighth line by striking out * and 
in his office,’’ and inserting ‘‘ as are now required 
of him by law.”’ 
1 do not wish to vote for a bill that by impli- 
cation will carry an examinatiqn of these accounts 
| from the Treasury Department, where they prop- 
erly belong, to the War Department. It seems 
to me that the names assigned to these officers, 
and these words, ** and in his office,’? would carry 
| the implication that all these accounts areto be 
, examined in the Quartermaster General’s Office 
alone, and thathe will have the right to make requi- 
sitions on the Treasury which would receive the 
scrutiny of no other officers except his own sub- 
ordinates. [am not sure that | understand the 
routine perfectly through which these accounts 
now reach the Treasury, but I think that in the 
| first place the Quartermaster General causes the 
accounts of his subordinates to be examined by 
clerks in his office, that they then are sent to the 
Third Auditor of the Treasury, who examines 
them, and they pass from him perhaps to some 
one of the Comptrollers, and after receiving the 
scrutiny of that officer they reach the Secretary 
| of the ‘Treasury, and if approved by him go to 
| the Treasurer and are paid. 

Now, if the object of this bill were to remove 
these checks, to remove this scrutiny of the Treas- 
ury Department, | suppose nobody would vote for 
| it. I suppose that is not the intention, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Itis not. 

Mr. HARLAN. Itseems to me the name given 
| to these officers, and this phrase, * and in his of- 
fice,’? would appear to convey the idea that it is 
intended to remove all this business from the Third 
Auditor to some other auditor, to be appointed by 
the Quartermaster General, or by the President, 
to be under the supervision and control of the 
Quartermaster General. We have not now, I 
think, too many checks and balances, too many 
guards over the Treasury. I shall not insist on 
either of these amendments if the chairman of the 
committee thinks they will em@arrass his bill. 1 
think the bill ought to pass. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I hope the 
Senator will not press the amendments. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 think there can be no 
sort of objection to putting any guard about it that 
is necessary; but we may get outof the difficulty 
without having an Assistant Quartermaster Gen- 
eral. ‘That would be another military officer. 

Mr. HARLAN. I will omit that part of the 
amendment, and merely propose to strike out in 
the eighth line the words, ‘‘ and in his office,” 
and to insert, ‘*as are now required of him by 
law.”” 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think that 
the Senator from lowa, when he comes to reflect 
a moment, will see that his amendment is not ne- 
cessary. By existing laws the accounts of these 
various officers go to the Quartermaster General’s 
Office. Of course he is made responsible, in the 
'luw, for them. He does not wish us to relieve 
| him from any responsibility, or to give these offi- 
| cers any authority of that kind. He simply asks 
| that he shall be held to the same legal responsi- 
| bility that he is now; he is to be responsible for 
| what these men do; they are simply given to him 
| to aid him, and they are to examine everything 
| that heassigns to them to report to him, and he is 
| finally to pronounce upon it. If these officers are 
| given to him, he will say to one of them, ** I want 


| 


|} you to examine the clothing accounts that come 
|| in from the quartermasters;”’ to another, ** | want 
|| you to examine the transportation accounts—ex- 
|| amine them carefully, report all the facts to me, 
‘| and then I shall finally pronounce upon them.” 
He is responsible. 
ibility. They will be 
responsible alone to him, and they will be in pre- 


want of principle or of loyalty or of capacity, in || cisely the same relation to him in that respect as 
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a private clerk whom he should employ to do this rection of the Quartermaster General.’? I pro- That $600 will apply to the ninety clerks as well 
work for-him. These papers come to the office. pose to add there, ‘and as are now required of 


as thre conyvists, 
Ele is responsible forthem. He says he has not || 
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the physical power to go through them and ex* 
amine them carefully; he can only examine the 
great questions that arise; he wants this aid, It 


is simply adding help to enable him to do that for | 


which he is legally responsible. Then whatever 
he acts upon goes, by law, to the Treasury De- 
nartment. He is responsible for what goes there. 
Therefore, these men do not amount to anything 
except simply aids to him. I[t is justas if the Sen- 
ator should sit down at his table to-night and 
should cail around him two or three clerks and 
should say to them, ** | want you toexamine my 
correspondence, to answer this letter,’’ or ‘* read 


that,’’ or ** aid mein any way.”’ Thatigs all there | 


is about it. 


Mr. HOWARD. Then what are they but | 


mere clerks? ~ 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Quar- 
termaster General desired that these officers should 
have asalary of $2,500. Our committee cut them 
down to $2,000. We thought competent men 


could be obtained for $2,000. Then he wanted | 


the additional clerks to be of the first, second, 
third, and fourth classes, We cut them all down 
to the first class, the lowest salary, $1,200a year; 
but as to thirty of them, we provide that they 
shall be copyists at $600 a year, and he intends 
to employ women to do that work. 


Mr. HALE. The Senator has admitted away || 


the whole of his bill, every particle of it. He 
says the Quartermaster General wants just ex- 
aclly what | was willing to give him, additional 
clerks. But General Meigs is a military man; he 
is a brigadier; he wears one star on his shoulder, 
and he does not wish to have mere clerks. 


ing name; so he asks us to give him auditors, and 


to create an extraordinary board. The result will | 


be that we shall be asked to do the same thing in 


the Adjutant General’s department, and in other | 


branchesofthe War Department, and in the Navy 
Department, and these new auditors will intro- 
duce confusion. 


I listened to the Senator from Connecticut in 


his lecture to me on economy with a good deal of 


pleasure, as | always do to him. 
Mr. FOSTER. It was not a lecture. 
Mr. HALE. I understood it so. 
Senator referred to me. But, sir, the whole dif- 
ference between him and me is that he wants three 


auditors appointed at a salary of $2,000 a year || 


each, while | am willing to allow three clerks, to 
receive the highest pay we give any clerks. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. . That is $1,800 a year. | 


The difference would be but $600. 


Mr. HALE. I do not care if | do not save the | 


snap of my finger; I do not want a new bureau. 
The next thing will be that these auditors will 
come here and ask for a chief clerk for every one 
of them; and then they will want a deputy and 
an assistant clerk, and a stenographer, and soon. 


It will be like the Court of Claims, that has a soli- | 


citor, an assistant solicitor, and a deputy solicitor; 


and that will be what this solicitor will want. Now, | 


sir, the only way is to be consistent; tell General 
Meigs to be content with our giving him just 
exactly as much clerical force as he wants, and 
not resort to this new and untried and extrava- 


gant proposition to create a new board of officers || 


in thissubordinate department of the Government. 
I agree toeverything that the Senator from Maine 
says; if he has not got force enough, give it to 
him. If a hundred and twenty elerks are not 
enough, give him a hundred and fifty, if you are 


confusion. But, sir, 1 shall not occupy any more 
time. 


Mr. GRIMES. Is an amendment to the sec- 
ond section now in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an 
amendment to the first section pending, offered by 


the other Senator from lowa, as the Chair under- 
stands. 


Mr. HARLAN. I shall not 
amendment if the Senator from Massachusetts 
deems it unnecessary. I think on consideration 
he will agree to insert all that portion of the amend- 
menton which | feel di dto insist, The text 
of the bill new is, “and who shall perform such 


dutics as may be assigned to them under the di- 


rsist in that 


|| there are a great many of them. 


He | 


wantsa man witha high office, with a high-sound- | 


At least the | 





satisfied that they are necessary; only do not cre- | 
ate this new board of officers who will introduce | 


him by law;”’ so that it shall vot enlarge his juris- 
diction. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It seems to me that we 
could alter the phraseology, and remedy the ob- 
jections of these gentlemen very readily, by strik- 
“ing out all after the word “ three,’’ in the fourth 
line of the first section, to the word ** who,” in 
the seventh line, and inserting ‘‘ clerks of class 
four;’’ so as to read: 

That there shall be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and conseut of the Senate, three clerks of 
class four, who shall perform such duties as may be assigaced 
to them under the direction of the Quartermuster General. 


Mr. HALE. The President does not appoint 


a clerk. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then say “ there shall 
be appointed by the Secretary of War three clerks 
of class four,’’ if you do not want to call them 
auditors. It seems to be agreed all around that 
| this additional force is necessary. I do not think 

there is much in the name; but if that objection 
| isa valid 8ne, just say that there shall be ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of War three clerks. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. What will you do with 
| the solicitor? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
seems to be needed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., If you provide the neces- 
sary salary that will do perhaps. The Quarter- 
master General wants some one of sufficient legal 
ability toexamine the legal questionsarising there; 
If you give the 
| competent salary, | do not know that it will be 
| any objection that he ts called a clerk; but if he 
is a clerk of class four, he will get but $1,800 a 

ear. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
now. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The De- 
partment asked for $2,500, but we cut it down to 
$2,000. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I make the suggestion to 

remedy this whole difficulty. I wish to aid in the 
| passage of this bill, for | think some bill of this 
kind is necessary. I would suggest, then, to the 
Senator from Massachusetts, who has charge of 
| the bill, that he just make the first section read: 
‘¢ That there slall be appointed by the Secretary 
of War four clerks,’’ or five if you please, ‘‘ of 
class four, to perform such duties as may be as- 
signed them,’’ &e, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senate come to that 
conclusion, it would be best to strike out that sec- 
tion altogether, and let the second section be: 

That there shall be added to the clerical force of the Quar- 
termaster General’s Oflice four clerks of class tour, and one 
hundred and twenty clerks, &c. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
well, 
| Mr. GRIMES. Then I propose to amend the 


I would leave him in; he 


He proposes but $2,000 


That would be just as 


| second tion so as to provide how they shall 
| be appoigted. It is now ambiguous, It does not 
| provide @@at they shall be appointed by the Pres- 
ident, oPeven by the Secretary of War. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
retary of War appoints them. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I will say to the Senator 


The Sec- 


as he suggests. 


shall be appointed, because, as a matter of course, 
if nothing is said about it, they are appointed by 
| the head of the Department, 

Mr. GRIMES. But the law does not say, or- 
dinarily, thatthey shall be retained so long as shall 
satisfy the chief of the bureau; and that clause 
| here, that they shall be retained as long as the 


Quartermaster General may see fit, may lead to | 


the construction that he is to appoint them, 
Mr. FESSENDEN, There is no objection to 
making that definite. 


is stricken out, !move to amend the second sec- 
tion, so as to make it read: 


| 
1 
ea 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. Then,if the first section | 


i 


Quartermaster General's Office, to be appointed by the Sec- 
tary of War, four clerks of class four, and one hundred and 


ists, at an annual compensation of $600. 
I think the section needs amendment there also. 


* 


from lowa that we never pul in a provision such | 
When we add to the force of a | 
Department, no matter where it goes, in no case | 
will it be found that we say by whom the clerks | 


That there «hall be added to the clerical force of the || 


| twenty clerks to be employed as long as the Quartermas- || 
|| ter General may deem necessary, and to be ciaxsed as fol- || 
| lowe: namely, ninety clerks of class one, and thirty copy- 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The salary 


of class one is fixed by law. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. This would ehange the 
law the w ay us reads, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest that it can be 
simplified in half a dozen words, so as to read: 

‘That there shall be added to the clerical force of the Quar 
termaster General’s Office, te be appointed by the Seeretary 
of War, tour clerks of class four, ninety clerks of class one, 
and thirty copyists, at an annual compensation of 8600, 

The classes fix the compensation of the clerks; 
but when you employ copyists, and thus intro- 
duce a class not known to the law, you have to 
designate what their compensation shall be. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. And six 
laborers. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The phraseology which 
lL have proposed will probably cover all that is 
necessary. 

Mr. HARLAN. I withdraw my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the motion of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, to strike out the first section of the 
bill, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. As we seem to be agreed 
as to the form in which the bill shall stand, Laug- 
gest to the Senator from Massachusetts whether 
he had not better let it go over. | wish myself to 
draw up a section to be added to the bill providing 


| for the evidence on which the accounts shall be 


settled where the vouchers are lost. 
such accounts cannot be settled. 
provided for, 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 


At present 
It ought to be 


I suggest 


| that the first section be amended, so as to read 


thus: 


That there shall be appointed by the President, by and 
with the adviee and consent of the Senate, one officer to 
be styled the solicitor for the quartermasters’ deprurtment, 
ata compensation of 82,000 per annum, who shall be a per 
son of legal kuowledge aud ability, and who shall, under 


| the direction @f the Quartermaster General, take charge of 
| and advise the Quartermaster General upon all legal ques 


tions arising in the military service of the quartermaster's 
deparunent. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
better. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Then tet 
three fourth class clerks be provided for, Itseems 
to me they ought to have such a legal officer un- 


I think that would be 


| der present circumstances, and it would be better 
| to have him appointed by the President, by and 
| with the advice and consent of the Senate, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 have no objection to 
that, and I would put bis salary at $2,500, as I 
do not think you can get a man fit to be there to 
perform these duties for less than $2,500, I made 
the proposition in the form I did, to meet the ob- 
jections of others. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move, 


then, to strike out all after the word * Senate,’’ 


| in the fourth line of the first section, down to the 


word *fone,’’ in the tenth line, and to substitute 
‘an’? for “one,’’ so as to make it read: 


That there shall be appointed by the President, by and 


| with the advice and consent of the Senate, an officer to be 
styled the solicitor for the quartermaster’s departinent, &e. 


I move, alsa, to strike out ** $2,000" and insert 
** $2,500” as his salary. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I should like to have 
the word ** bureau’’ inserted instead of ** depart- 
ment,’’ where it occurs, ‘‘ Say quartermaster’s 
bureau,’ instead of ** department.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. ‘“ Deparfment’’ is the 


||} common name. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 

A division being called for, the ayes were nine- 
teen. 

Mr. GRIMES. [I call for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER decided that ihe 
yeas and nays were notordered, only six Senators 


| rising to second the eal}. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


It is manifest that we have 


| not a quorum, and I think we had better adjourn. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. If a division is insisted on, 
we must adjourn. 

Mr. POWELL. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day, it be to meeton Monday next. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. | hope not. 
We ougiit to meet to-morrow. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ishail cali for a division 
on that motion. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. We will vote it down 
without a division. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
meet on Monday next, 

‘The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I move that the further 
consideration of this bill be postponed, in order 
to take up the bill (H.R. No. 582) for the relief 
of persons for damages sustained by reason of 
depredationsand injuries by certain bands of Sioux 
Indians. My object is to take up that bill and 
then to move an adjournment in order that to-mor- 
row it may be the unfinished business of to-day. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I prefer to go on with this 
bill to-morrow. I think we can finish it in half 
an hour then. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


I move that the Senate do 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 23, 1863. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Strocxron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Secretary of War in answer 


of December 11, inquiring what number of sol- 
diers of the volunteer and regular Army have been 
placed on the pay roll of the Army; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


COST OF MAIL TRANSPORTATION. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


communication from the Postmaster General in 
response to a resolution of the House of the 19th 
instant, relative to the cost of mail Transportation 
between New York and Washington for the last 
four years; which was referred to the Committee 


j j 


| 


| 





| 
| 


on the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Hickey, their Chief Clerk, notifying the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill (S. No. 448) au- 


thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay | 


to the Governor of Minnesota, or his authorized 
agent, thecosts, charges, and expenses incurred in 
suppressing Indian hostilities within that State 


and upon its borders in the year 1862, in which he | 


was directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

Also, that the Senate have passed a bill (H.R. 
No, 226) to amend an act to establish a court for 
the investigation of claims against the United 
States, approved February 24, 1855, with amend- 
ments, in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House. 


GEORGE W. JOIINSON. 


Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
a bill for the relief of George W. Johnson; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 


WASHINGTON THEATER COMPANY. 


Mr.CALVERT, by unanimousconsent, report- 
ed from the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia House bill (No. 684) to incorporate the Wash- 
ington Theater Company, with amendments, and 
asked that the bill be put on its passage. 

The bill was read. 

The amendments reported by the committee 
were agreed to. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Ilinois. I do not think a 
measure of this character should be passed with- 
out sotae understanding as to the merits of the 
bill. I wish to know how much it may interfere 


with private enterprise. | do not know that upon | 


a full understanding of the bill I should object to | 
it; but I suggest to the gentleman who reported || 
the bill that he allow it to be postponed for one or | 


two weeks. I have no wish to impede its prog- 
ress; but | think we should have a little more time 
to consider it. 1 meve to postpone the consider- 
ation of the bill for one week. 


Mr, STEVENS. 1 move that the rules be-sue- |! merely to suggest to tlfe Chair that | wae ied 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
WASIIINGTON CITY RAILROAD. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I ask the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania to give way for a moment to 
enable me to give notice of a biil to amend the 
charter of the Washington and Georgetown Rail- 
road Company. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can give his 
notice under the rules. It is not in order to give 
notice of any bill in open House. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Mr. STEVENS. I ask for the vote on my 
motion to go into committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Pixe 


bill of the House (No. 659) to provide ways and 
means for the support of the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that tif committee 
had proceeded in its reading of the bill for amend- 
ment to the end of the seventh section. 

The Clerk read the eighth section, as follows: 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 


| the act entitled “An act to provide for the better organiza- 


tion of the Treasury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public revenues,’ ap- 


| proved August 6, 1846, be, and the same are hereby, so far 


: : || modified as to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury, at 
to the first branch of the resolution of the House |) jj, discretion, to allow any money obtained from loans or 


internal revenue to be deposited in solvent banks, to the 
credit of the Treasurer of the United States, upon deposit- 
ing, by said banks, with the ‘Treasurer an amount of United 
States bonds or interest-bearing Treasury notes equal to 


| such deposits, respectively, as security for the payment 
| thereof; and from time to time the Secretary of the ‘Treas- 


ury may use such deposits, by draft or check, to pay any 


| of the creditors of the Government, or for transfer to the 


Treasury or authorized depositories. 


Mr. S.C. FESSENDEN. I propose to sub- 
mit an amendment to the eighth section. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Ihaveanamend- 
ment, which I desire to present, to the preceding 
section. I move to strike out the entire section, 
and insert what [ send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr.STEVENS. We have passed that section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont will be permitted to offer his amendment, 
unless objection be made. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 make objection. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I hope not. 

Mr. STEVENS. I am willing to hear it read 


| if the gentleman desires. 





Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will explain 
to the gentleman what it is. It is the original sec- 
tion as amended by the committee, with the ex- 
ception of the amendment adopted on motion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. STEVENS. As I supposed. It is an at- 
tempt to undo what the committee yesterday did 
deliberately. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not in 
order except by unanimous consent. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I appeal from 


|| the decision of the Chair. I do it for the purpose 


of speaking five minutes on the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. Is an appeal debatable? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Havel the floor 
upon my amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s amend- 
ment has not been received. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Then [ insist 
on my appeal, for the purpose of occupying the 
time of the committee five minutes in showing the 
absurdity of the language as well as the matter 
of the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. STEVENS. I call the gentleman to order. 
I object to his characterizing as absurd what the 
committee has deliberately done. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, ‘* Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment 
of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to ex- 
plain one point. 

Mr. STEVENS. I object. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have the right 
to state m int of order. 

Mr. STE ENS. The gentleman has made no 
point of order. I made the point of order. “ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Well, sir vue 


- 


| 





| pended, and that the House resolve itself into the ! an error by the change made in the numbering of 


the sections. It was merely a mistake; wnd I think 
I have the right to offer the amendment. 
Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman is clearly out 


| of order. 





| 





Mr. MALLORY. Is itin order to move to go 


| back and consider this section ? 


The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. 

Mr. SPAULDING. I suggest that the misun- 
derstanding occurred in consequence of a change 
in the numbering of the sections. | hope the gen- 
tleman from Vermont will be permitted to offer 
his amendment. 

The question, * Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ was 
taken; and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was decided to be out of 
order, 


Mr. S.C. FESSENDEN. 


I move to ingert 


: : ; | after the*words * in solvent banks,’’ in the ninth 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the || 


line, these words: **to conform to the require- 
ments of section eight.’’ 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is no measure 6n 
which L can be called to act during this session of 
Congress to which my constituents will look with 
deeper interest than that of providing ways and 
means for the Government. For my action upon 
it L shall be held strictly accountable. And the 
question with me is not whether this or that in- 
terest will suffer damage by the measure proposed 
in any bill for providing the ways and means, 


| but whether it will damage this or that interest 


to an extent that it cannot bear, and will that 
damage inure to the benefit of the Government of 
the United States? If that be so, then the interest, 
be it what it may, must be content to suffer, or suf- 
fer in discontent. 

W hatis proposed by this bill? Thatthe banks 
shall be taxed like all other interests for the ben- 
efit of the Government at the present crisis of its 
existence. It proposes this tax, and for what 
reason? This bill would propose a tax on banks 
of issue—on their circulation—as a means of rais- 
ing the revenue in part which the Government 
must have. It would impose a tax on their de- 
posits. It is asserted that if this tax be insisted 
upon and carried out, then all of the banks must 


| surrender their charters; that they must close 


and wind up their affairs. Very well. Ido not 
believe that the tax proposed would cause any 
bank in the State of Maine, nor any sound bank 
—the existence of which is necessary for the good 
of the community in which it is located—to-wind 
up its affairs. : 

I want to call the attention of the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Lovesoy] to a brief statement 
contained in the last message of the Governor of 
Maine, which shows the prosperous and healthy 
condition of the banks of that State. It is as 
follows: 

* Indeed, our banks were rarely, ifever, in a sounder con- 
dition than they are to-day. As compared with lJast year, 
their circulation has, indeed, increased nearly $2,000,000, 
but the balances to their credit at the point of redemption 
have increased by nearly the same sum, while their aggre- 
gate amount of specie, notwithstanding the great tempta- 
tion to sell presented by the high premium, has decreased 
by only some $40,000." * a, ARF 
have increased by more than $1,500,000, while individual 
indebtedness to the banks has decreased by a still Jarger 
sum.”? * ° * * * Our financial institutions 
are conducted with prudence and honesty ; and they prove 
that, notwithstanding the many fears and predictions to the 
contrary, our State has rarely had a year of sounder pros- 
perity in business affairs than the one which has just 
closed.” 

{ presume that that is the condition of the banks 
all over New England. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. As the gentleman states that 
he has read that paragraph from the message of 
the Governor of Maine, I would ask him whether 
he includes among the banks referred to the Hal- 
lowell and eee Banks? 

Mr. 8. C. F ENDEN. No, sir; there are 
no such banks in that State. The Governor speaks 
in relation to the banks of Maine now in existence. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, will any gentleman tell 
me that any tax which this Congress is likely to 
impose on the circulation of these banks, or on 
their deposits, will cause them to surrender their 
charters? Nota bit of it: they will do no such 
thing. My constituents and ress understand 
that. No New bank, at least, in my 

will surrender its charter for this rea- 
son; and why? Because these sound banks are 


as aay the community in which they are 
. the : 








